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T. H a v lie e k: The population development in the borderland of South Bohemia and 
Upper Austria after the Second World War. - Geografie - Sbornik CGS, 105, 1, pp. 77 -
85 (2000). - The article briefly analyses the population development in the Czech
Austrian borderland and that in five time horizons during the period 1950-1997. The 
model territory (municipalities of four near-border districts) manifested a very intensive 
development of the number of inhabitants due mainly to the transfer of the inhabitants 
of German nationality after the Second World War and the establishment of the so-called 
iron curtain. What a strong barrier for population development was the existence of the 
iron curtain and has its fall caused new development tendencies? In general it can be 
said that nearer the locality was to the border line, more the number of inhabitants 
stagnated or even decreased. After the fall of the iron curtain the model territory has 
been getting more attractive and the number of inhabitants has been progressively 
growing. 
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Ptispevek byl castecne zpracovan v ramci grantoveho projektu GA CR c. 205/99/1142 pod 
l)azvem "Postavenf pohranicf v regionalnim rozvoji Ceske republiky se zretelem k zapojenf 
CR do evropskych struktur" a autor dekuje Grantove agenture Ceske republiky za jeji fi
nacni podporu. 

Uvod 

Funkce hranice popr. pfihranicniho prostoru se ve velke mire odrazi i na 
vyvoji obyvatelstva. Vykazuje-li hranice charakter bariery, dochazi ve vet
sine pripadu k postupnemu ubytku poctu obyvatel a naopak, dovoluje-li 
hranice preshranicni interakce, vykazuje dane uzemi mirust obyvatelstva. 
Tento fen omen je mozne sledovat temer po ceM deIce tzv. "zelezne opony" 
a to az na vyjimky vetsich aglomeraci (napr. Bratislava, Vide:i't), zaloze
nych jeste pred vybudovanim tohoto barieroveho charakteru hranice na
pfic Evropou. Tato studie si vsima modeloveho uzemi na hranicj mezi Ces
kem a Rakouskem a to jeji nejzapadnejsi casti v oblasti jiznich eech a Hor
niho Rakouska, ktera je v soucasne doM take vnejsi hranici Evropske 
unie. Zajmove uzemi zaujima na ceske strane okres Cesky Krumlov a na 
rakouske strane vsechny tfi hornorakouske okresy (Rohrbach, Urfahr-Um
gebung a Freistadt) sousedici s Ceskou republikou. Populacni vyvoj v tom
to pohranici bude analyzovan na urovni obci a to v jejich uzemnim uspo
radani v roce 1993. Prevazne na ceskem uzemi dochazelo ve sledovanem 
casovem obdobi (1950 - 1997) casto ke slucovani nebo naopak k rozdelova
ni obci. 
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Tab. 1 - Rozloha a pocet obyvatel vybranych obci (1980 - 1997) 

Obedmesto Rozloha Pocet obyvatel Pocet obyvatel Pocet obyvatel 
(kmZ) (1980/81) (1991) (1997) 

Cesky Krumlov 22,16 13776 14108 14571 

Kaplice 49,26 5777 7439 7448 

Vyssi Brod 69,72 2595 2606 2557 

Rohrbach in 00. 6,41 1878 2132 2284 

Freistadt 12,9 6289 6917 7241 

Pramen: CSU a Osterreichisches Statistisches Zentralamt 

Zajmove uzemi zahrnuje po obou stranach statni hranice dva srovnatel
ne plihranicni regiony s pfiblizne stejnymi fyzickogeografickymi paramet
ry. Uzemi)ezi v perifernich oblastech obou statu, a to v zazemi vetSich mest 
(Linec a Ceske Budejovice). Velke rozdily v obou pfihranicnich oblastech 
vykazuje hustota zalidneni. Zatimco hodnoty v rakouskem pohranici se po
hybuji okolo 75 az 100 obyvateli na km2, ceske pohranici je mnohem fidce
ji osidleno, a to pfevazne pod 40 obyvatel na km~. Nejhusteji zalidnene 
a nejvetsi pocet obyvatel vykazuji mestske okresy Cesky Krumlov a Freis
tadt (tab. 1) a pfimestske okresy Lince najihu zajmoveho uzemi. Vyvoj oby
vatelstva bude sledovan v peti casovych horizontech od padesatych do de
vadesatych let. 

Relativni zmena 1951 /1961 ('!o): 

IillllillJ (a) velkY pokles (-48 do <-10) 
[J (b) pokles (-10 do <-1) 
o (e) stagnaee (-1 do <1) 
~ (d) nartlst (1 do <10) 
§l8S (e) velky nartlst (10 do 299) 

(I) statni hraniee 
(g) hraniee obei 

Obr. 1 - Zmena poctu obyvatel v obcich v letech 1950 - 1961. Pramen: CSU, 1978 a Oster
reichisches Statistisches Zentralamt, 1993. 
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Relativnf zmena 1961/1971 (%): 

fa (a) velky pokles (-32 do <-10) 
[J (b) pokles (-10 do <-1) 
o (c) stagnace (-1 do <1) 
~ (d) minjst (1 do <10) 
!B!!!l (e) velky minj st (10 do 95) 

- (I) statnf hranice 
(g) hranice obcf 

Obr. 2 - Zmena poctu obyvatel v obcich v letech 1960 - 1971. Pramen: CSU, 1978 a Oster
reichisches Statistisches Zentralamt, 1993. 

Relativnf zmena 1971 /1981 (%): 

R (a) velky pokles (-27 do <-10) 
o (b) pokles (-10 do <-1) o (c) stagnace (-1 do <1) 
~ (d) narust (1 do <10) 
I&8ll (e) velky narust (10 do 47) 

(I) statnf hranice 
(g) hranice obcf 

f1 
s 

Obr. 3 - Zmena poctu obyvatel v obcich v letech 1970 - 1981. Pramen: CSU, 1993 a Oster
reichisches Statistisches Zentralamt, 1993. 
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Pocatecni faze (1950/1 az 1960/1)1) 

V nekolika mesicich po skonceni druM svetove valky doslo na ceske strane 
k vysidleni mnoha tisic obyvatel nemecke narodnosti a to castecne take do pfi
lehIeho rakouskeho pohranici. V druM polovine ctyficatych a jeste v padesa
tych letech dochazi k masovemu dosidlovani oblasti, ze kterych bylo nemecke 
obyvatelstvo vyhnano. "Novi" obyvateIe pochazeli prevazne z jihovychodnich 
a jiznich Cech (Slezak 1978, s. 90). V tomto obdobi dochazi take v ceskem po
hranici k vystavbe "zelezne opony", ktera zamezila dosidleni hranic pobliz 
hranicni linie. Toto hranicni pasmo se zakazem vstupu civilnich osob vyk~zo
valo sirku az 8 km. Dosidlovani se pfitom tykalo prevazne vetsich sidel (Ces
ky Krumlov, Vyssi Brod atd.), ale mnoho menSich obci se jiz nepodafilo do
sidlit wbec a tato sidla pak byla odsouzena k zaniku. Celkove byl ve sledova
nem obdobi zjisten mirny narust obyvatel (obr. 1). Pfi podrobnejsi analyze 
objevime velmi diferencovany yYvoj po obou stranach statni hranice. Temer 
vsechny obce, ktere sousedi primo s hranicni lini!, a to jak na ceske tak i na 
rakouske strane, vykazuji ubytek obyvatel. Pouze obce v okoli stavby vodni 
nadrZe Lipno dosahovaly narustu, a to hlavne z duvodu prilivu pracovntch sil 
do regionu. Pomerne velky navrUst zaznamenaly take strediskove obce Cesky 
Krumlov a Kaplice. V jiznich Cechach se vyskytovalo celkove devet obci s vel
kym poklesem (pod 10 %) obyvatelstva. Na rakouske straneje patrny dualis
mus ve yYvoji obyvatelstva. Temer vsechny rakouske obce s primym soused
stvim statni hranice zaznamenavaji pokles obyvatel a naopak obce v jizni cas
ti prihranicni oblasti blizici se vnitrozemi a Linci vykazovaly narust obyvatel. 
~fi celkovem srovnani regionu po obou stranach hranice zjistime, ze v jiznich 
Cechach doslo k mnohem intenzivnejsimu yYvoji nez v Hornim Rakousku. 

Dualisticka faze (1960/1-1970/1) 

Tento dualisticky vJvoj z padesatych let byl jeste umocnen v letech sedesa
tych, a to jak po obou stranach hranice, tak i uvnitr ceskeho a rakouskeho po
hranici (obr. 2). 12 procent vsech obci vykazuji velky pokles a 25 procent obci 
velky narust v poctu obyvatel. U mene nez 10 procent obci byla zjistena stag
nace, z nichz temer vsechny se nachazeji v Hornim Rakousku. N a ceske stra
ne dochazi z duvodu vetsi podpory industrializace (hlavne drevarsky a papi
rensky prumysl) k velkemu narustu obyvatel v obcich s temito zavody a nao
pak nadale klesa pocet obyvatel v zemedelskych oblastech ve stredni 
a severozapadni casti ceslseho zajmoveho uzemi. Tento dualismus je patrny 
take na rakouske strane. Cim dale se obec nachazi od statni hranice, tim vy
kazuje vetsi narust obyvatel. Zde je tato skutecnost jeste zesilena blizkosti 
mesta Lince. Populacni narust byl take zaznamenan ve vJznamnych stredis
kovych obcich, a to jak na ceske, tak i rakouske strane. V teto dobe rovnez za
cina dochazet k migraci rakouskeho obyvatelstva hlavne v predproduktivnim 
a produktivnim veku z oblasti pobliz "zelezne opony" do vnitrozemi. Tento 
trend pretrvaval az do zacatku devadesatych let. Presto je patrne, ze v za
jmovem uzemi Horniho Rakouska je zaznamenan mnohem vetsi narust oby
vatelstva nez na jihoceskem prihranicnim uzemi. 

1) Data k obyvatelstvu na ceske strane pochazeji ~ let 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, zatimco na 
strane rakouske z let 1951, 1961, 1971, 1981. Udaje z let 1991 a 1997 jsou jiz stejneho 
vroceni. 
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Relativni zmena 1981 /1991 (%): 

(a) velky pokles (-29 do <-10) 
(b) pokles (-10 do <-1) 
(c) stagnace (-1 do <1) 
(d) narust (1 do <10) 
(e) velky narust (10 do 40) 

(I) statni hranice 
(g) hranice obci 

Obr. 4 - Zmena poctu obyvatel v obcich v letech 1980 - 1991. Pramen: CSU, 1993 a Oster
reichisches Statistisches Zentralamt, 1993. 

Relativni zmena 1991 /1997 (%): 
IIlI (a) velky pokles (-17 do <-5) 

. [] (b) pokles (-5 do <-1) 
o (c) stagnace (-1 do <1) 
~ (d) narust (1 do <5) 
I!S8j (e) velky narust (5 do 19,5) 

(I) statni hranice 
(g) hranice obci 

Obr. 5 - Zmena poctu obyvatel v obcich v letech 1991 - 1997. Pramen: CSU, 1999 a Obe
rtisterreichische Landesregierung, 1999. 
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Prvni rustova faze (1970/1 - 1980/1) 

V sedmdesatych letech dochazi k pomerne znatelnemu zvYseni poctu oby
vatel. Temer ve 2/3 vsech obci byl zaznamenan narust nebo velky narus~ oby
vatelstva. Nejvyssi pozitivni saldo vykazovaly opet strediskove obce (Cesky 
Krumlov, Kaplice, Vyssi Brod, Bad Leonfelden) a jiz tradicne obce v zazemi 
Lince, kde se jiz pomalu zacina projevovat proces suburbanizace, ktery byl 
jeste podporen vYhodnymi statnimi pfispevky socialisticke vlady na bytovou 
vystavbu. Tentokrat vykazuji temer vsechny rakouske obce lezici primo na 
statni hranici (krome nejvYchodnejsich oblasti) pozastaveni ubytku populace 
a prevazne mirny narUst. Z tohoto yYvoje je patrne, ze nejmensi pocet obyva
tel v teto rakouske prihranicni oblasti byl zaznamenan na konci sedesatych 
let. Od zacatku sedmdesatych let zde muzeme registrovat narust popr. stag
naci poctu obyvatel. Z obrazku 3 lze vycist, ze i pres dosidlovaci programy by
vaIeho sudetskeho pohranici v tehdejsim Ceskoslovensku, dochazi v ceskem 
zajmovem uzemi v mnoha obcich k staIemu poklesu populace a to hlavne v ob
lastech se spatnou dostupnosti a nedostatkem pracovnich ph1ezitosti ve vY
chodni casti zajmoveho uzemi, a to po obou stranach statni hranice. I kdyz je 
zrejme, ze ceska strana pfitom vykazuje mnohem vyssi ubytek populace nez 
strana rakouska, ktera take zacina tezit ze stale zlepsujici ekonomicke situa
ce Rakouska. Zatimco ceske pohranici je postizeno a to i pres nemale statni 
dotace nadalehorsici se hospodarskou situaci v doM "normalizace". 

Faze stagnace (1980/1 - 1991) 

Obdobi osmdesatych let je charakterizovano pomerne malymi zmenami 
v poctu obyvatel (obr. 4). Ve vice nez dvou tretinach sledovanych obci byla za
znamenana stagnate popr. mirny pokles nebo narust. Nejvice patrny je tento 
vyvoj mozno sledovat v obcich v tesne blizkosti statni hranice, a to po obou je
jich stranach, kde se nachazi temer polovina ph'hranicnich obci se stagnuji
cim poctem obyvatel, hlavne na rakouske strane. Jiz tradicne zaznamenavaji 
pomerne velky pokles populace preyazne obce s malym poctem obyvatel a vY
znamnym podilem zemedelstvi na Ceskokrumlovsku v oblasti mezi stredisko
yYmi obcemi Kaplice, Cesky Krumlov a Vyssi Brod. Velky narUst vykazuji 
opet centnilni obce (napr. Velesin, Kaplice, Rohrbach, Freistadt atd.) a obce 
v blizkem okoli mesta Lince na ose Linec-Bad Leonfelden. Pad "zelezne opo
ny" v roce 1989 se v tomto obdobi na populacnim yYvoji jeste nijak vYrazne ne
projevil. 

Druha rustova faze (1991 - 1997) 

Po padu barieroveho charakteru hranice mezi tehdejsim Ceskoslovenskem 
a Rakouskem dochazi ke druhe rUstove populacni fazi v zajmovem ph'hranic
nim uzemi, ktera ovsem nebyla tak razantni jako ta prvni v sedmdesatych le
tech. Velka zmena nastala hlavne u obci v perifernich oblastech na ceske stra
ne, ktere zaznamenavaly v dfivejsich obdobich prevazne ubytky obyvatel. 
V devadesatych letech vykazovaly tyto obce z velke casti vetsi narust obyva
tel; ktery byl hlavne zpusoben opravou casto jiz rozpadlych obydli mladsimi 
generacemi, ktere pak byly ochotny dojizd'ky do prace do Ceskeho Krumlova 
nebo Kaplice. Velky pokles ale zaznamenavaji dye "miniobce" (Zvikov a Chlu
mec), ktere citaji okolo 50 obyvatel a vznikly teprve na zacatku devadesatych 
let. Domnivam se, ze trend ubytku obyvatel v techto velmi malych obci bude 
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i v budoucnu pokracovat a povede posIeze opet k integraci techto obci. N ej
vetsi ubytek obyvatel zaznamenava jiz tradicne pfihranicni oblast Novohrad
skych hor v nejrychodnejsim cipu zajmoveho uzemi. 

Oproti pfedchozim obdobi zacina ale stagnovat rust populace ve stfedisko
rych obcich na ceske strane. Naopak v rakouskem pohranici je zaznamenan 
stale velky narust prave u techto centralnejsich obci. Z obrazku 5 jsou opet pa
trne silne suburbanizacni tendence v okoli Lince. N a rakouske strane vyka
zuji pouze ctyfi obce vetsi pokles obyvatel, z nichZ pouze jedna (Windhaag bei 
Freistadt) lezi primo na statni hranici. Jeji otevfeni roku 1989 zpusobilo v Ra
kousku zvyseni atraktivity tohoto na rakouske pomery periferniho uzemi, coz 
doklada take rustovy v,Yvoj poctu obyvatel v teto pfihranicni oblasti. Zvlast
nim jevem je zde take jiz druM obdobi trvajici stagnace populace v rakous
kych pfihranicnich obcich na jih od Lipenske pfehrady, kde se nenaIeza zad
ny silnicni ani zeleznicni hranicni pfechod. 

Zaver 

Ve sledovanem obdobi prochazelo zajmove uzemi cesko-rakouskeho pohra
nici velmi bouflivym populacnim v,Yvojem. Obdobi poklesu nebo stagnace vy
stridaly zase rustove faze. Tento silny pohyb obyvatelstva byl mnohem inten
zivnejSi na ceske strane, ktera ovsem pfisla po druM svetove valce 0 vetsi cast 
populace z duvodu vystehovani nemecky mluviciho obyvatelstva. Nove pfi
stehovali obyvatele bez tradicnich vazeb k teto oblasti casto menili sva byd
liste a nebo zde zili pouze pfechodnou dobu. N aopak v,Yvoj v rakouskem po
hranici byl 0 poznani mirnejsi s postupne neustale se zvysujicim poctem oby
vatel. Vyjimecny pfipad zde tvofi proces suburbanizace Lince, ktery vybocuje 
z tradicniho populacniho v,Yvoje v pfihranicnich perifernich oblastech na ces
ko-rakouske hranici. Jak silnou barieru v tomto v,Yvoji tvofila existence "ze
lezne opony" ukaze az budouci v,Yvoj, ale prvni rustove oblasti po jejim padu 
naznacuji, ze v zajmovem uzemi dojde v nejblizsi doM k dalsimu narustu po
ctu obyvatel. 
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Summary 

THE POPULATION DEVELOPMENT IN THE BORDERLAND OF SOUTH BOHEMIA 
AND UPPER AUSTRIA AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

The function of the border, or ofthe near-border space, has been largely reflected by the 
evolution of population. This paper deals with the model territory at the border between 
Czechia and Austria, and that in its westernmost part in South Bohemia and Upper 
Austria that is at present also the outer limit of the European Union. The case territory lies 
on the Czech side in the district of Cesky Krumlov, on the Austrian side in three Upper 
Austrian districts of Rohrbach, Urfahr-Umgebung and Freistadt adjacent to the Czech 
Republic. The population development in this borderland will be analysed at the level of 
municipalities and that in five time horizons from 1950 to 1997. 

During several months after the end of the Second World War, many thousands of 
inhabitants of German nationality were transferred from the Czech borderland partly also 
to the adjacent Austrian borderland. In the initial phase (1950-1 to 1960-1) the construction 
of "iron curtain" was started in the Czech borderland which disabled the resettlement of the 
region near the borderline. The resettlement mostly concerned larger municipalities (Cesky 
Krumlov, Vyssi Brod, etc.), but many smaller villages were never properly resettled and 
they were therefore condemned to extinction. Nearly all the villages situated immediately 
at the borderline, both on the Czech and on the Austrian side, manifested a decrease of 
population. On the contrary, a greater increase was registered mainly in larger central 
villages at a greater distance from the border. 

This dualistic development in the 1950's was still strengthened in the 1960's (dualistic 
phase), and that on both sides of the border, as well as within the Czech and the Austrian 
borderland. Twelve percent of all the municipalities manifested a high decrease and 25% 
a high increase of population. It is nevertheless evident that in the case territory of Upper 
Austria there was registered a sensibly higher increase of population that in the South
Bohemian near-border region. 

In the 1970's (the first growth phase) there was a relatively significant increase of 
population. Nearly two thirds of all the municipalities registered an increase or a high 
increase of population. This time, nearly all the Austrian municipalities situated 
immediately at the state border (with the exception of the easternmost regions) registered 
the end of population decrease; on the contrary they mostly manifested a slight increase of 
population. It is evident that the Czech part registered in the same time a sensibly higher 
decrease of population that the Austrian one which started to profit of the constantly 
improving economic situation of Austria, while the Czech borderland was affected, in spite 
of important state subsidies, by a constantly deteriorating economic situation in the period 
of "normalization". 

The 1980's (phase of stagnation) was characterized by relatively small changes in 
number of inhabitants. In more than two thirds of monitored municipalities there was 
registered a stagnation, or a slight increase or decrease of population. This development 
was the most evident in the municipalities in the immediate proximity of the state border, 
and that on both its sides. The fall of the "iron curtain" in 1989 did not yet affect in a more 
significant way the evolution of population. 

Mter the elimination of barriers on the Czechoslovak-Austrian border, there came the 
second phase of population growth in the case near-border territory, which was not however 
so strong as the first one in the 1970's. In the 1990's the peripheral municipalities on the 
Czech side manifested mostly a greater increase of population due mainly to reconstruction 
of the often already ruined houses by younger generations that were ready to commute to 
work. Differently from the precedent period, the growth of population started to stagnate 
in central municipalities in Czechia. In Austria, however, a constantly great increase was 
registered especially in the central municipalities. 

During the monitored period, the case territory of the Czech-Austrian borderland knew 
a very violent population evolution. The period of decrease or of stagnation was followed by 
growth phases. Which a strong barrier in this evolution was the existence of the "iron 
curtain" will be shown by the future development, but the first growth phases after its fall 
show that in the near future, the case territory will manifest a further increase of 
population. 
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Fig. 1 - Changes in number of inhabitants in municipalities in the years 1950 - 1961. 
Relative change 1951- 1961 (in %): a - great decrease, b - decrease, c - stagnation, 
d - increase, e - large increase, f - state border, g - limits of municipalities. 

Fig. 2 - Change of number of inhabitants in municipalities in the years 1960 - 1971. Rela
tive change 1951 - 1961 (in %): a - great decrease, b - decrease, c - stagnation, 
d - increase, e - large increase, f - state border, g - limits of municipalities. 

Fig. 3 - Change of number of inhabitants in municipalities in the years 1970 - 1981. Rela
tive change 1951 - 1961 (in %): a - great decrease, b - decrease, c - stagnation, 
d - increase, e - large increase, f - state border, g - limits of municipalities. 

Fig. 4 - Change of number of inhabitants in municipalities in the years 1980 - 1991. Rela
tive change 1951 - 1961 (in %): a - great decrease, b - decrease, c - stagnation, 
d - increase, e - large increase, f - state border, g - limits of municipalities. 

Fig. 5 - Change of number of inhabitants in municipalities in the years 1990 -1991. Rela
tive change 1951 - 1961 (in %): a - great decrease, b - decrease, c - stagnation, 
d - increase, e - large increase, f - state border, g - limits of municipalities. 

(Pracoviste autora: katedra socidlnf geografie a regiondlniho rozvoje PNrodovedecke 
fakulty UK, Na Slupi 14, 12800 Praha 2.) 
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