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The Czechs, a small nation living for centuries in the heart of Euro-
pe, have always been interested in learning to know foreign countries.
Their initial interest as travellers altered in the course of time into scien-
tific interest. In this sphere their contribution has been sometimes
greater than of larger or maritime nations. Naturally, the interest in
Australia had been rather smaller than in other continents nearer to Eu-
rope and discovered by Europeans earlier. Consequently, the scientiric
share of Czech natural scientists as regards Australia is smaller than
their contribution to the knowledge of Africa, America or Asia where
their work has several times met with international appreciation. Let
us mention at least the traveller and physician Emil Holub (1847—1902)
who contributed much to the knowledge of South Africa; the American
anthropologist of Czech descent — Ale§ Hrdli¢ka (1849—1943) who was
interested in the problem of the origin of aboriginals in America and
studied also the tribes living in Africa, Asia and also in Australia; or the
Orientalist Alois Musil (1868—1944), an outstanding connoisseur of West
Arabia whose work published mostly in foreign languages, has been
acknowledged up to the present time.

In the course of time when Emil Holub carried out his explorations
in Africa — at the time of its colonization by the Europeans — no Czech
scientist visited Australia to pursuit natural historical studies. Few
Czechs, however, of different professions came to Australia at that time
and some of them contributed later to a general knowledge of Australia
after their return home. The best known was gold-digger Cen&k Paclt
(1813—1887). Another of them, Josef Poldk (1844—1899), buried in
Perth, took part in an expedition led by John Forrest in 1882 to the ri-
ver Gascoyne in West Australia. Another Czech, Alois Topi¢ (1852—1927)
was working long years in Australia as gardener, and later as a hunter
of platypus. He was one of the first Europeans who systematically
studied the life of Australian duckbills. The public knowledge of Au-
stralia- in our country was much enriched by popular scientific
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books and lectures by the Czech traveller Josef Kofensky (1847—1938)
who carried out his explorations in Australia at the end of the last cen-
tury.

The scientific interest in Australia had its roots at the Charles Uni-
versity, Prague. The first lectures dealing with the geography of Austra-
lia, were delivered by Professor Jan K. Palacky (1830—1908) at the phi-
losophical faculty of the Prague University in the second half of the last
century. He was the first to habilitate for an associate professor (do-
cent) in geography in Prague. In the winter term of 1856-57 he gave
one lecture every week on ,Africa and Australia, a Comparison of Geo-
graphical Data® (bibliog. 20, p. 86). In 1885 he became associate pro-
fessor, in 1891 professor of geography. He is the author of the first
geography of Australia published in Czech. Its first part, the , General
Scientific Comparative Geography“ is called , The Illiterate World: Afri-
ca, Australia“ (bibliog. 28). He wroie then another separate volume on
Australia called ,Australia“ (29). During the time he was professor at
the Czech University, i. e. till 1902, thirteen theses on geography were
submitted including one thesis by FrantiSek Kahlik, treating of Australia
and called ,The Discovery of the Australian Continent“ (submitted in
1884/85). F. Kahlik (1854—1908) graduated from the Prague University,
became teacher at a gymnasium and in his free time went on with his
studies of Australia. He published several articles, the most extensive of
which, called ,Australia in the Light of Exploration“ appeared as a se-
parate volume (22].

The first natural scientists to carry out scientific explorations in
Australia were the geographer Jifi V. Dane§ and the botanist Karel Do-
min. They both were associate professors at the Charles University, Pra-
gue. Jifi V. Dane§ (1880—1928) graduated in geography, geology and
history. After habilitating for doctor of natural sciences in 1902 he pur-
sued his further studies together with the well-known Serbian Professor
J. Cvijic whom he joined in an expedition through the Central Balkan
where he carried out some geomorphological studies. After a short stay
at the Berlin University, he returned to Jugoslavia to continue his studies
of the karst in Herzegovina. He presented his results in his thesis in
1906 and was appointed associate professor in general geography. In
the same year he took part in the 10th International Geological Congress
in Mexico. It was his second trip to the American continent. (His first
journey took place in 1904 when he was the only Czech participant at the
8th International Geographical Congress in Washington). He made several
excursions through the North and Central America carrying out geo-
morphological studies, especially of the karst areas (also on Jamaica].
His experiences, gained previously in field investigations, he successful-
ly used in his 15-months journey to Jawa and Australia, which he under-
took in July 1909 together with Karel Domin (1882—1953), an associate
professor in systematic botany at the Charles University.

After the first part of their journey including explorations on Ja-
wa — Dane$ was especially interested in the study of karst phenomena
— the two scientists reached the Australian port Townsville in Decem-
ber 1909. After a short stay they arrived at Brisbane, the capital of
Queensland. They contacted the authorities, scientific institutions and
societies, and then started for Cairns. From here they made expeditions
to the Bellenden-Ker Mountains (1579 m), to the rivers Russell and Baron,
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to inland areas, to the karst area at Chillagoe, and to the lake Eachamn.
On their expeditions they met aboriginal Australian tribes living still
freely and unrestraint in the bush, took part in their corroborree, and
obtained from them many presents of etnographic value. From Cairns
they took a ship to Townsville, from where they again made expeditions
to inland areas — to Charters Towers, Hugheden, Pentland, Cloncurry,
Longreach and back via Rockhampton to Brisbane. Domin left then for
Melbourne and returned to his country. Dane§ continued his journey
alone to carry out his geomorphological studies during the dry period
in Western and Northern Queensland. He travelled from Brisbane via
Rockhampton to Barcaldine and Aramac, then continued on horseback
towards the north to the area of salt lakes (Lake Mueller, Barcoorah,
Dunn, Galilee, Buchanan), then to Pentland, Cloncurry to the upper
course of the rivers Burdekin and Flinders to Camooweal until he
reached the karst area of Barkly Tableland, where he made his investi-
gations. He went on to Gulf of Carpentaria to Gregory Downs and Burke-
town. On his return way he visited lower Flinders, Normanton, Croydon
and Charleston, and then returned back to Cairns. He once more visited the
waterfalls in the valley of the Barron and came back to Brisbane, whe-
re he gave lectures on his explorations. From Brisbane he went to
Sydney, visited the Jenolan Caves, and via Melbourne and Adelaide went
to Perth. He carried out some investigations in the karst area near
Yallingup and in the gold-bearing area of Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.
In August 1910 he returned to his country.

After his return home Dane§ was appointed full profes-
sor at the Charles University (1919). To Australia he returned once more
to enter in Sydney the office of the General Consul of the newly formed
Czechoslovak Republic (1920—1922). At first he was fully occupied with
official business matters and could undertake only short excursions to
the environment of Sydney. Much attention he paid to lecturing on
Czechoslovakia being eager to propagate his land among Australian
people as much as he could. A longer expedition he made with his wife
in ‘1921 to New Guinea, the Bismarck Islands and to Northern Queens-
land. At the end of the year he visited Tasmania and in the following
year travelled to the river Murrumbidgee, to the town Yass and to the
area of Canberra as far as the Queensland frontier. His duties did not
allow him to undertake longer expeditions, therefore, in 1922, after two
years of office, he hesitated whether to take part in another long-lasting
expedition through Central Australia or whether to return via Oceania
to his country. Having not enough time or means to undertake both
of these, he decided to return home via Oceania where he wanted to
study the origin and the causes of extinction of aboriginals. He visited
New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, Western Samoa Isl., Hawaiian Islands, Japan
and China. From China he took a ship to Vancouver and across Canada
returned to Europe. In 1928 he made his last overseas trip to the USA,
where he was Kkilled in a car accident in Los Angeles a year afterwards.

He left an extensive yet unfinished work, the greatest part of which
deals with Australia. In his work he concentrated on physical geography,
especially geomorphology being before all interested in the study of
karst forms. In this sphere he achieved international fame. In Australia
he carried out his studies predominantly in out-of-the-way karst areas
or areas not yet investigated at all. This was his great contribution to
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the natural historical science. His works ireating of the Australian (and
non-Australian) tropical karst have been quoted up to the present time.
He was also well known as anthropogeographer, and one of the most
interesting works is his book dealing with aboriginals in Australia and
Oceania (15). Although it has been surpassed in some respect in the
course of time, it contains a lot of valuable thought and observations
due to his autopsy.*)

K. Domin has not reached such an international apppreciation
as DaneS§, yet his phytogeographical works concerning Australia have
highly been appreciated in scientific circles. The most important of his
works in this sphere is his work published in German in 1926, in which he
describes a large variety of species, varieties and forms he collected in
Australia together with the description of their occurrence (19).

In 1934 another Czech, the zoologist Jifi Baum (1900—1940) visited
Australia in the company of his wife. He studied zoology at the Charles
University from where he took his degree as doctor of natural sciences
in 1928. His special branch was arachnology — the science of spiders;
he was also interested in birds and insects. Both Dane§ and Baum were
financially independent and that enabled him to travel. To the contra-
ry to Dane$, however, he could use a modern vehicle, a motorcar. He
crossed Africa by this means, studying and collecting the local fauna.
His journey was a good preparation for his tour of the world, including
Australia. At the beginning of 1935 accompanied by his wife he took
a ship to Freemantle. He had a motor caravan of the Czechoslovak make
Tatra whose boxvan body could be adapted to a laboratory or a dark
room. At first he travelled through the southwest of Australia, and then
crossed Australia from Perth via Kalgoorlie, Madura, Eucla, Penong,
Port Augusta and Adelaide to Melbourne. From there he continued via
Canberra to Sydney and along the eastern coast up to Brisbane. There
he left his car and went by train to Cairns, from where he made an
excursion to the Great Barrier Reef. He was a pioneer in using a car
of Czechoslovak make for such a long journey across the Australian
continent. During his trip he collected zoological material and photo-
graphed. From Australia he went to Japan on board a ship, continued
to California and across the Panama Canal he returned on ship board
to Europe where he finished his tour of the world in 1936. Then he went
once again to Africa and returned home close before the occupation of
Czechoslovakia by the Nazis. He joined an antifascist resistance mo-
vement, was soon arrested and died in 1940 in a concentration camp
in Warsaw, Poland.

Baum’s contribution to the natural historical knowledge of Australia
is rather modest in comparison with that of Dane$ and Domin. His
Australian trips resulted in a few professional papers on Australian
spiders and their biology. Nevertheless he collected large amounts
of valuable zoological material for the National Museum in Prague.
Unfortunately he coud not sort out the collected material himself, and

*) The limited extent of this paper does not allow any more detailed evaluation
of his work and results of his scientific studies in Australia. Therefore we recommend
to consult the papers by his friends and collaborators published in the Sbornik
GSZ (Zivot a prace prof. J. V. DaneSe. — SCSZ, 34, p. 129—225, Praha 1928). It
also appeared as a separate paper (also in English}.
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1. Routes of Czech natural scientists in Australia. 1 — the route of journey of J. Da-
ne$§ through Queensland in 1910, 2 — the route of a car ride of J]. Baum through
Australia in 1935, 3 — the route of the Czechoslovak expedition from Sydney to

Darwin and back to Sydney in 1969.

thus his scientific work has remained unfinished. More known are his
popular scientific and travel books. One of them called ,,A Tour of the
World by Car and Ship“ (Prague, 1937) includes his description of his
voyage to Australia.

During the World War II, another outstanding Czech geographer
Julie Moschelesovad (1892—1956) lived in Australia. She studied in Nor-
way, took her degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Prague in 1917, where
she started her scientific career and thanks to her scientific erudition
‘wrote several original books. After 16 years of scientific work she beca-
me private docent in 1934. Five years later she had to leave her country
before the Nazis and found her position at a School of Economics
in Melbourne. Her preparations for the exploration of Oceania were
interrupted by the war with Japan. She was appointed a geographical
expert in the army of the Dutch East India founded at that time in
Northern Australia. In 1946 she returned to Prague where she worked at
the Charles University until her death in 1956 (from 1954 as associate
professor of geography). Her work was highly appreciated on the oc-
casion of her 60th birthday anniversary by the Academician R. Kettner
(23), and the geographer Professor ]. Kortdk (SCSZ, 61, p. 152—153,
Praha 1956). In his opinion J. Moschelesovd, whe worked in the sphere
of physical, economic and regional geography, showed a special erudi-
tion in her works for the geographical synthesis. As an example we
may quote her large monography on the British Isles (translated also
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into Spanish), or a smaller though not less brilliant geographical survey
of Australia and Oceania (27), meant to become the basis of a larger
monography of this area. She wrote several other wvaluable articles
treating of Australia (25, 26) showing her profound knowledge of the
theme.

A Czechoslovak Scientific Expedition to Australia was realized in
1969, organized by the Moravian Museum and its Institute Anthropos,
Brno. Its programme was to follow up with the work of the Czechs —
Dane§, Domin and Baum. The main research task was to carry out
a complex exploration of the Rembrrngas — an aboriginal tribe living
in the Arnhem Land in the northern part of the Northern Territory.
The study of the tribe was recommended to the expedition by the Austra-
lian anthropologists. Up to that time the tribe had not been subjected to
any detailed study and was even included into the list of urgent research
programme (Urgent Research Bulletin, Wien). The Australian Govern-
ment Authorities as well as scientific institutions did their best to meet
the requirements of this expedition. It even got the permission from the
Australian Government to enter the Aboriginal reserve and carry out
studies there. It was given only rarely and the Czechoslovaks were the
first from the socialist countries to obtain it.

After more than one year’s preparations the members left, divided
in two groups, in April and May to Sydney. Prior to this, a cross-country
‘vehicle Praga V3S of a box van type of.Czechoslovak make was sent to
Sydney via Hamburg. It was loaded with all sorts of necessary outfit and
accessories and supplies. Moreover in Sydney the expedition was pro-
vided with two cars of the Land Rover type lent by the Australian Go-
vernment. In the middle of May the three vehicles started their way
across the continent via Port Augusta, Ayers Rock and Alice Springs
to Darwin. The trip from Sydney to Darwin lasted one month. Much of
this time the zoologist Z. Veselovsky spent calrymg out his zoological
studies and collecting samples.

At the beginning of July the expedition left Darwm and moved to-
wards the south to a government Aboriginal Settlement Bamyili located
some 70 km south-east of Katherine. There the expedition divided into
two groups, each trying to fulfill all planned tasks within three months.
The field work in this area can be carried out only in the dry period
before the rains start at the beginning of October. The main task of
the first group was to study the material culture of aboriginals with
a special interest in the Rembrrnga tribe. It was led by the physical
anthropologist ]. Jelinek, head of the Anthropos Institute and director
of the Moravian Museum. Other members of this group were the etno-
graph S. Novotny, the camera operator J. VroZina, the driver and me-
chanic J. Danék, and the government observer E. Brandl. The second
group interested in the anthropological, demographic and settlement-
-geographical conditions of the Rembrrnga tribe was composed of the
expedition leader and geographer J. Brinke, and the physical anthro-
pologist M. Prokopec.

The first group left Bamyili heading towards the east to Mamoru
the last cattle station located on the southern border of the A. L. Reserve.
Then the scientists started a difficult way across the Arnhem Land to
the northern coast to the government settlement Maningrida. The drive
through the bush was very uneasy, leading through tracks of land scar-
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cely visited by Man before. The place for their first camp they found
in the central part of the area inhabited by the Rembrrnga tribe
near Bulman Waterhole yielding rich discoveries of stone implements.
Another area under study was Bulman Gorge where several caves
with perfect rock-wall paintings were mapped. In the middle of Au-
gust the group moved to the river Cadell, a rocky country with nu-
merous caves in which rich discoveries of stone implements including
the original stone tool-making workshops were made. Here the expedi-
tion met the family of Mandarg, an aboriginal, who, with his sons still
knows how to cut stone to make stone implements as well as how to
make rock-wall paintings or paintings on bark. The scientists naturally
took advantage of this unique occasion for a most detailed film and
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photograph documentation. On their return way via Maningrida and Oen-

pelli to Darwin they again investigated rock-wall paintings.

The second group was predominantly interested in anthropological
and demographic investigations. They planned to collect information
on the corporeal and biological characteristics of the Rembrrngas, to
gain photographic documentation and to study their demographic,
settlement-geographical and social conditions. It was necessary to visit
the members of the tribe living scattered in many parts of the Arnhem
Land in government settlements, government or privateowned -cattle-
stations or missions. Nevertheless, the scientists succeeded in carrying
out anthopological and demographic studies with more than 300 abori-
ginals, and in compiling a list of the tribe members.

At the beginning of October both groups met in Darwin from where
they returned to Sydney, this time via Tennant Creek, Mt. Isa, Townsvil-
le and Brisbane. The expedition was very successful and its results
were highly appreciated in Czechoslovakia as well as in Australia and
other courntries. In a comparatively very short time the expedition carried
out a complex investigation of the Rembrrnga tribe and collected a lot
of valuable scientific material. The main scientific results may be sum-
med up as follows:

1. The discoveries of stone tool-making workshops (possible reconstruc-
tion of a past manufacture).

2.The collection of more than 3000 stone implements, paintings on
bark and several tens of other etnographic subjects, e. g. a unique
hut made of bark (another example was found in the Arnhem Land
before World War I1).

3. Documentary films and photographies showing the traditional manu-
facture of stone implements, weapons etc. Discoveries of rock-wall
paintings and their film documentation.

4. The compilation of a list of the tribe members provided with the
basic data (including family anamnesis), anthropological and demo-
graphic studies carried out with more than 300 aboriginals, and the
study of their settlementgeographical and social conditions (inclu-
ding migration, knowledge of languages, etc.).

The scientific results of the expedition were described in a separate
paper translated into English and published by the Anthropos Institu-
te, Brno in 1979 (bibliog. 21). In 1971 the institute installed an exhibi-
tion showing the rich discoveries secured by the expedition, which is
most probably the largest collection on the European continent (exlud-
ing Great Britain]).

A lasting interest of Czechoslovak natural scientists in Australia is
best shown by another speleological expedition to Tasmania which took
place two years ago. We may only wish other expeditions to go on in
the scientific research work started by our natural scientists in that
part of the world.
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Shrnuti

PODIL CESKYCH VEDCU NA PRIRODOVEDNEM POZNANI AUSTRALIE
VENOVANO 26. MEZINARODNIMU GEOGRAFICKEMU KONGRESU V SYDNEY

V prdb&éhu minulého stoleti nenav$tivil Australii Z4dny &esky védec, aby zde
konal prirodov&dné vyzkumy. Oviem ji¥ tehdy se tam dostala fada Cechd, z nich¥ né&-
ktefi prispéli k $ifeni znalosti o Austrdlii ve své vlasti. Jeden z nich, Josef Poldk
(1844—1899], se zidastnil v r. 1882 vyzkumné vypravy Johna Forresta k Fece Gascoyne.
Alois Topi& (1852—1927) pracoval v Austrdlii Fadu let jako zahradnik a pozdéji
jako lovec ptakopyskli; byl jednim z prvnich Evropanidi, ktefi se systematicky zaby-
vali jejich Zivotem.

Védecky zadjem o Austrdlii vznikl pFfedevdim na Karlov8 univerzité§ v Praze,
kde prvnf zemdpisné prednd¥ky o tomto kontinentu vedl jiZ v r. 1856/57 Jan Palacky
(1830—1908), prvni habilitovany docent geografie. Ten je téZ autorem prvni &esky
psané geografie Austrdlie (28, 29). Historické geografii Austrdlie se v té dob& vé&noval
Franti$ek Kahlik (1854—1908).

Prvnimi piirodovédci, ktefi se do Austrilie vydali za v&deckymi v§zkumy, byli
geograf [ifi V. Dane$§ a botanik Karel Domin, docenti Karlovy univerzity v Praze.
Jifi V. Dane¥ (1880—1928) podnikl Ffadu vyzkumn§ch cest po Evrop& i po Severni
a Stfedni Americe, kde se vé&noval studiim geomorfologick§m, zejména krasovym.
ZkuSenosti vyuZil p¥i své patndctimésitni cest8 na Jdvu a do Austrélie, kterou nastou-
pil v r. 1909 s Karlem Dominem (1882—1953). Po prvni etap& cesty, zahrnujici vyz-
kumy na Javé&, dosdhli oba v&dci v prosinci 1909 Brisbane, kde navézali styk s tGFady
a védeckymi institucemi. Odtud cestovali do Cairnsu, jenZ se stal vychodiskem pro
cesty po severov§chodnim Queenslandu. Konali vyzkumy v pohofi Bellenden-Ker,
v povodi Fek Russell a Barroon, v krasu u Chillagoe a u jezera Eachan. Pak pluli
do Townsville, odkud podnikali v§pravy do vnitrozemf — do Charters Towers, Hughede-
nu, Pentlandu, Cloncurry, Longreachu; zp&t do Brisbane se vratili pFes Rockhampton.
Domin se pak pfes Melbourne vratil do vlasti a Dane§ se vydal do zdpadniho a se-
verniho Queenslandu, aby zde konal geomorfologickd studia. Jel z Brisbane pfes
Rockhampton do Barcaldine a Aramacu, ddle pak do oblasti soln§ch jezer (Lake
Mueller, Barccorah ad.), potom do Pentlandu, Cloncurry, na horni tok fek Burdekin
a Flinders do Camoowealu a dédle aZ do krasového Gzemi Barkly Tableland. Nav3tivil
Burketown (v jeho okolf bylo pozdé&ji jedno z tdolf nazvédno jeho jménem) a vracel se
zpét pres dolni Flinders, Normanton, Croydon a Charleston do Cairnsu). Z Cairnsu
odjel do Brisbane, kde pfednéd%el o svych vyzkumech. Odtud jel do Sydney, déle pfes
Melbourne a Adelaide do Perthu, odkud nav$tivil zlatd pole u Kalgoorlie a Coolgardie.
V ¥jnu 1910 se vrétil do vlasti.

V r. 1919 byl Dane¥ jmenovdn fadnym profesorem geografie na Karlov& uni-
verzité. Do Australie se vratil jako generdlni konzul Ceskoslovenské republiky. Tento
trfad v Sydney zastdval od srpna 1920 do konce roku 1922; svého pobytu vyuZil
k exkurzim, mj. i na Novou Guineu a na Tasménii. Zpate&ni cestu pFes Ocednii Dane$
vyuZil ke studiu pévodu a vymirdni pvodniho obyvatelstva. V r. 1928 zahynul pf#i
tragické autonehodé u Los Angeles v USA. Zanechal rozsdhlé, i kdyZ nedokon&ené
védecké dilo, v n&mZ prdce vénované Austrdlii zaujimaji vyznaéné misto. Nejcen-
néjsi jsou jeho studie o krasu, podnes ocefiované a citované. Vénoval se také antro-
pogeografii a mezi jeho pracemi s australskou tematikou vynikd studie o pivodnim
obyvatelstvu Austrdlie a Ocednie (15). i

K. Domin sice nedosdhl takového mezindrodniho uznéni jako Dane§, pfesto
vSak jsou jeho fytogeografické préce z Austrdlie v odbornych kruzich oceiiovdny (19).

V r. 1934 se do Australie vydal zoolog Jifi Baum (nar. 1900). Vystudoval zoolo-
gii na Karlové univerzité .a specializoval se na arachnologii — védu o pavoucich.
Vénoval se v3ak i studiu ptdkd a hmyzu. Na rozdil od DaneSe jiZ ke sv§m ces-

90



tdm pouZival automobil. Procestoval Afriku a ziskal zku$enosti pro cestu kolem svdta,
zahrnujici i Austr4lii. Baum tam p¥iplul podatkem r. 1935 se svou Zenou a s obytnym
automobilem znafky Tatra. NejdFive procestoval australsky jihozdpad a projel na-
pri¢ Austrdlii z Perthu pfes Kalgoorlie, Maduru, Euclu, Port Augustu a Adelaide
do Melbourne, odkud pokradoval pies Canberru do Sydney a déale aZ do Brisbane.
Baum byl prvni, kdo projel australsky kontinent &eskoslovenskym automobilem. B&-
hem své cesty provddé&l zoologické sbdry a fotografoval. Z Austrdlie plul lodf do Ja-
ponska, odkud se vratil domii pFes Panamsky priplav. Za nacistické okupace Cesko-
slovenska byl zatfen a v r. 1940 zem¥el v koncentradnim tdbofe ve Var$avé. Baumiv
podil na piirodovédném pozndni Austrdlie je skromngj$i neZ Dane$liv — ije to jen
nékolik odbornych pojednani o australskych pavoucich a jejich biologii. ShromaéaZdil
v8ak zna&né zoologické sb&ry, jimi¥ obohatil Ndrodni muzeum v Praze; k jejich zpra-
covani se jiZ sdm nedostal.

Za druhé svBtové valkv pobyvala v Austrdlii vynikajici Seskd geografka Julie
Moschelesovd (1892—1956). Studovala v Norsku, ale doktoratu filozofie dosdhla v r.
1917 v Praze na Karlové univerzitd. Napsala Fadu geografick§ch, prevd?ng fyzicko-
geografick¢ch studii, mezi nimi i n&kolik kni¥nich. z nich¥ nejcenn&j$i byla mono-
grafie o Britsk¢ch ostrovech. pFelo¥end i do $pané&l$tiny. V r. 1939 musela opustit
svou vlast a na8la si vysokoSkolské zamé&stnani v Melbourne, kde piisobila na Vysoké
Zkole obchodni. Pf¥ipravovala se na vyzkum v Oceédnii, ktery if vSak znemo¥nila valka
s Japonskem. Vstoupila pak iako geograficky expert do sluZeb armady Nizozemské
V¢chodni Indie, kterd se tehdy tvofila v severni Australii. V r. 1946 se vratila do
vlasti, kde pflisobila aZ do své smrti na Karlové univerzitd. T. Moschelesovd, kterd se
vénovala jak fyzické, tak hospodaiské a regiondlni geografii, prokdzala mimo¥adnou
schopnost pro geografickou syntézu. Sv&d&i o tom mj. rozsahem sice nevelky, ale ob-
sahové bohatV zemépisn¢ piehled Austrdlie a Ocednie (27), jenZ se mé&l stdt zakladem
Siroce pojaté monografie. Cenné jsou i jeji dal§i prdce s australskou tematikou
(25, 286).

V r. 1969 se uskute&nila Ceskoslovenskd védeckd expedice do Austrdlie, orga-
nizovand Moravskim muzeem v Brn&. Jejim hlavnim v&decko-vyzkumnym tkolem
bvlo provést komplexni vyzkum jednoho z domorod¢ch kmenti — Rembrrnga, Ziii-
ctho v Arnhemské zemi v severni &&sti Severniho teritoria. Australské vl&ddni orgény
a védecké instituce vychézely expedici vst¥ic a australska vldda ji poskytla i povole-
nif ke vstupu do domorodé rezervace Arnhemska zemé&. Cs. expedice byla prvni v&dec-
kou vypravou ze socialistickych zemi, které to bylo umoZné&no.

V dubnu a v kvtnu odijeli &lenové expedice do Sydney. kam byl té% odeslan
lodi expedi¢ni nédkladni terénni automobil Praga V3S ve skiffiové dpravé s v?stmn
vyzbroji a zdsobami. V Sydney byly pfevzaty dva terénni osobni vozy Land Rover,
zapiijéené australskou vlddou. Vice ne¥ mésiéni pfesun exvnedice ze Sydney do Darwi-
nu, vedouci po trase Sydney — Port Augusta — Ayers Rock — Alice Springs — Dar-
win. vyuZil zoolog Zdensk Veselovsky k &etnym zoologick¢m nozorovdnim a sbérim.
Podatkem d&ervence vyrazila expedice z Darwinu na iih do vladdni domorodé osady
Bamyili. Zde se expedice rozdglila na dv& pracovni skupiny. Ukolem prvni. vedené
antropologem a archeologem Tanem Telinkem. v ni% dale bvli etnograf Stanislav
Novotny, kameraman Ji¥f VroZina. ¥idi€ a mechanik Tan Dan&k a vladni pozorovatel
Eric Brandl, byl v§zkum materidlni kultury domorodct. Ukolem druhé skupiny, tvo¥ené
geografem a vedoucim expedice Tosefem Brinkem a antropologem Miroslavem Prokop-
cem, byl antropologicky. demograficky a sideln& geografick?y vyzkum kmene Rembrrn-
ga. Prvni skupina odjela do Mainoru, posledni dobytkafské stanice, le¥ici na jiZnich
hranicich rezervace Arnhemska zemé&. Odtud nastoupila obtiZnou cestu mélo prozkou-
manym terénem napfi¢ Arnhemskou zemi a”% k severnimu pobfe?i k osadd Ma-
ningrida, odkud se p¥es Oenpelli vratila zp&t do Darwinu. Podaf¥ilo se ii objevit Fadu
lokalit s kamennymi néstroii. vfetné ieiich vyroben, lokalit se skalnimi malbami
a u Feky Cadell se setkala s rodinou domorodce Mandarga, kterj jeSté se svimi syny
ovladal techniku vyrobv kamennv¥ch néstroii, malbu na sk&lu i na kfru. Clenové
skupiny vyuZili této jedine&né vofileZitosti k nodrobné filmové a fotografické doku-
mentaci. Druhd skupina navstivila v8echna sidla. v nichZ Zili p¥islu§nici studovaného
kmene, pofidila jejich seznam a provedla antropologické a demografické Setfeni
u vice neZ 300 domorodcu.

Po¥dtkem Fijna se ob& skupiny spoiily v Darwinu, odkud byl zahdjen pFesun
zpét do Sydney, tentokrdt pres Tennant Creek. Mt. Isa, Townsville. Brisbane. Expe-
dice jako celek byla tspé&¥nd a odbornici ocefiovali, ¥e se ji podafilo v pomérné
kratké dob& provést komplexni vyzkum kmene a shromaZdit znatné a unikatni shir-
ky (pres 3 tisice kamenn§ch néstroji, kolckce maleb na kuie, n&kolik desftek dal-
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Sich etnografickych predmétd). Védecké vysledky expedice byly publikovdany ve
sborniku, vydaném v angli¢tingé v r. 1979 dstavem Anthropos v Brnd (21), kde byla
v r. 1971 instalovana vystava z bohatych sbéri expedice.

Obr. 1 — Cesty Ceskych piirodovédct Austrdlii. 1 — trasa cesty J. Dane3e po Queens-
landu v r. 1910, 2 — cesty J. Bauma autem po Australii v r. 1935, 3 — trasa
pFesunu Cs. expedice ze Sydney do Darwinu a zp&t v r. 1969.

Obr. 2 — Trasa Cs. expedice v Arnhemské zemi. 1 — Stuartova silnice, 2 — silnice
s pradnym povrchem, 3 — cesty sjizdné jen terénnimi vozidly, 4 — priijezd
1. skupiny buSem napfi¢ Arnhemskou zemi, 5 — Zeleznice, 6 — vzdédle-
nosti na Stuartové silnici v km, 7 — domorodé rezervace, 8 — vladni
domorodé osady a dobytkdiské stanice, 9 — smér cesty 2. pra;:ovni skupiny,
10 — smér cesty 1. pracovni skupiny. A. L. R. — domorod4 rezervace Arn-
hemska zemé&. Kreslila H. Landova.

(Pracovisté autora: Katedra uditelstvi a didaktiky geografie UK, Albertov 6, 128 43
Praha 2.)

Doslo do redakce 5. 1. 1988.
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1. Base camp of Czechoslovak expedition in Bamyili.

2. Corroborree of Aboriginals in Beswick in Arnhem Land.




3. Aboriginals in Arnhem Land
Reserve.

4. Physical antropologist M.
Prokopec investigates Rem-
brrngas near Maningrida.
Photos J. Brinke.



