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The Czechs, a small nation living for centuries in the heart of Euro
pe, have always been interested in learning to know foreign countries. 
Their initial interest as travellers altered in the course of time into sCien
tific interest. In this sphere their contribution has been sometimes 
greater than of larger or maritime nations. Naturally, the interest in 
Australia had been rather smaller than in other continents nearer to Eu
rope and discovered by Europeans earlier. Consequently, the scientiric 
share of Czech natural scientists as regards Australia is smaller than 
their contribution to the knowledge of Africa, America or Asia where 
their work has several times met with international appreCiation. Let 
us mention at least the traveller and physician Emil Holub (1847-1902) 
who contributed much to the knowledge of South Africa; the American 
anthropologist of Czech descent - Ales Hrdlicka (1849-1943) who was 
interested in the problem of the origin of aboriginals in America and 
studied also the tribes living in Africa, Asia and also in Australia; or the 
Orientalist Alois Musil (1868-1944), an outstanding connoisseur of West 
Arabia whose work published mostly in foreign languages, has been 
acknowledged up to the present time. 

In the course of time when Emil Holub carried out his explorations 
in Africa - at the time of its colonization by the Europeans - no Czech 
scientist visited Australia to pursuit natural historical studies. Few 
Czechs, however, of different professions came to Australia at that time 
and some of them contributed later to a general knowledge of Australia 
after their return home. The best known was gold-digger Cenek Paclt 
(1813-1887). Another .of them, Josef Polak (1844-1899), buried in 
Perth, took part in an expedition led by John Forrest in 1882 to the ri
ver Gascoyne in West Australia. Another CzeCh, Alois Topic (1852-1927) 
was working long years in Australia as gardener, and later as a hunter 
of platypus. He was one of the first Europeans who systematically 
studied the life of Australian duckbills. The public knowledge of Au
stralia in our country was much enriched by popular scientific 
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books and lectures by the Czech traveller Josef Korensky (1847-1938) 
who carried out his explorations in Australia at the end of the last cen
tury. 

The scientific interest in Australia had its roots at the Charles Uni
versity, Prague. The first lectures dealing with the geography of Austra
lia, were delivered by Professor Tan K. Palacky [1830-1908} at the phi
losophical faculty of the Prague University in the second half of the last 
century. He was the first to habilitate for an associate professor [do
cent) in geography in Prague. In the winter term of 1856-57 he gave 
one lecture every week on "Africa and Australia, a Comparison of Geo
graphical Data" [bibliog. 20, p. 86). In 1885 he became associate pro
fessor, in 1891 professor of geography. He is the author of the first 
geography of Australia published in Czech. Its first part, the "General 
SCientific Comparative Geography" is called "The Illiterate World: Afri
ca, Australia" [bibliog. 28). He wrote then another separate volume on 
Australia called "Australia" (29). During the time he was professor at 
the Czech University, i. e. till 1902, thirteen theses on geography were 
submitted including one theSis by Frantisek Kahllk, treating of Australia 
and called "The Discovery of the Australian Continent" [submitted in 
1884/85). F. KahHk [1854-1908) graduated from the Prague University, 
became teacher at a gymnasium and in his free time went on with his 
studies of Australia. He published several articles, the most extensive of 
which, called "Australia in the Light of Exploration" appeared as a se
parate volume (22). 

The first natural scientists to carry out scientific explorations in 
Australia were the geographer Jiri V. Danes and the botanist Karel Do
min. They both were associate professors at the Charles University, Pra
gue. TiN V. Danes [1880-1928) graduated in geography, geology and 
history. After habilitating for doctor of natural sciences in 1902 he pur
sued his further studies together with the well-known Serbian Professor 
J. Cvijic whom he joined in an expedition through the Central Balkan 
where he carried out some geomorphological studies. After a short stay 
at the Berlin University, he returned to Jugoslavia to continue his studies 
of the karst in Herzegovina. He presented his results in his thesis in 
1906 and was appOinted associate professor in general geography. In 
the same year he took part in the 10th International Geological Congress 
in Mexico. It was his second trip to the American continent. [His first 
journey took place in 1904 when he was the only Czech participant at the 
8th International Geographical Congress in Washington}. He made several 
excursions through the North and Central America carrying out geo
morphological studies, especially of the karst areas [also on Jamaica). 
His experiences, gained previously in field investigations, he successful
ly used in his 15-months journey to Jawa and Australia, which he under
took in July 1909 together with Karel Domin [1882-1953), an associate 
professor in systematic botany at the Charles University. 

After the first part of their journey including explorations on Ja
wa - Danes was especially interested in the study of karst phenomena 
- the two scientists reached the Australian port Townsville in Decem
ber 1909. After a short stay they arrived at Brisbane, the capital of 
Queensland. They contacted the authorities, scientific institutions and 
SOCieties, and then started for Cairns. From here they made expeditions 
to the Bellenden-Ker Mountains [1579 m), to the rivers Russell and Baron, 
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to inland areas, to the karst area at Chillagoe, and to the lake Eachan. 
On their expeditions they met al.lOriginal Australian tribes living still 
freely and -unrestraint in the bush, took part in their corroborree, and 
obtained from them many presents of etnographic value. From Cairns 
they took a ship to Townsville, from where they again made expeditions 
to inland areas - to Charters Towers, Hugheden, Pentland, Cloncurry, 
Longreach and back via Rockhampton to Brisbane. Domin left then for 
Melbourne and returned to his country. Danes continued his journey 
alone to carry out his geomorphological studies during the dry period 
in Western and Northern Queensland. He travelled from Brisbane via 
Rockhampton to Barcaldine and Aramac, then continued on horseback 
towards the north to the area of salt lakes (Lake Mueller, Barcoorah, 
Dunn, Galilee, Buchanan), then to Pentland, Cloncurry to the upper 
course of the rivers Burdekin and Flinders to Camooweal until he 
reached the karst area of Barkly Tableland, where he made his investi
gations. He went on to Gulf of Carpentaria to Gregory Downs and Burke
town. On his return way he viSited lower Flinders, Normanton, Croydon 
and Charleston, and then returned back to Cairns. He once more visited the 
waterfalls in the valley of the Barron and came back to Brisbane, whe
re he gave lectures on his explorations. From Brisbane he went to 
Sydney, visited the Jenolan Caves, and via Melbourne and Adelaide went 
to Perth. He carried out some investigations in the karst area near 
Yallingup and in the gold-bearing area of Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie. 
In August 1910 he returned to his country. 

After his return home Danes was appOinted full profes
sor at the Charles University (1919). To Australia he returned once more 
to enter in Sydney the office of the General Consul of the newly formed 
Czechoslovak Republic (1920-1922). At first he was fully occupied with 
official business matters and could undertake only short excursions to 
the environment of Sydney. Much attention he paid to lecturing on 
Czechoslovakia being eager to propagate his land among Australian 
people as much as he could. A longer expedition he made with his wife 
in '1921 to New Guinea, the Bismarck Islands and to Northern Queens
land. At the end of the year he visited Tasmania and in the following 
year travelled to the river Murrumbidgee, to the town Yass and to the 
area of Canberra as far as the Queensland frontier. His duties did not 
allow him to undertake longer expeditions, therefore, in 1922, after two 
years of office, he hesitated whether to take part in another long-lasting 
expedition through Central Australia or whether to return via Oceania 
to his country. Having not enough time or means to undertake both 
of these, he decided to return home via Oceania where he wanted to 
study the origin and the causes of extinction of aboriginals. He visited 
New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, Western Samoa lsI., Hawaiian Islands, Japan 
arid China. From China he took a ship to Vancouver and across Canada 
returned to Europe. In 1928 he made his last overseas trip to the USA, 
where he was killed in a car accident in Los Angeles a year afterwards. 

He left an extensive yet unfinished work, the greatest part of which 
deals with Australia. In his work he concentrated on physical geography, 
especially geomorphology being before aU interested in the study of 
karst forms. In this sphere he achieved international fame. In Australia 
he carried out his studies predominantly in out-Of-the-way karst areas 
or areas not yet investigated at all. This was his great contribution to 
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the natural historical science. His works treating of the Australian (and 
non-Australian) tropical karst have been quoted up to the present time. 
He was also well known as anthropogeographer, and one of the most 
interesting works is his book dealing with aboriginals in Australia and 
Oceania (15). Although it has been surpassed in some respect in the 
course of time, it contains a lot of valuable thought and observations 
due to his autopsy. *) 

K. Domin has not reached such an international apppreciation 
as Danes, yet his phytogeographical works concerning Australia have 
highly been appreCiated in SCientific circles. The most important of his 
works in this sphere is his work published in German in 1926, in which he 
describes a large variety of species, varieties and forms he collected in 
Australia together with the description of their occurrence (19). 

In 1934 another Czech, the zoologist TiN Baum (1900-1940) visited 
Australia in the company of his wife. He studied zoology at the Charles 
University from where he took his degree as doctor of natural sciences 
in 1928. His special branch was arachnology - the science of spiders; 
he was also interested in birds and insects. Both Danes and Baum were 
financially independent and that enabled him to travel. To the contra
ry to Danes, however, he could use a modern vehicle, a motorcar. He 
crossed Africa by this means, studying and collecting the local fauna. 
His journey was a good preparation for his tour of the world, including 
Australia. At the beginning of 1935 accompanied by his wife he took 
a ship to Freemantle. He had a motor caravan of the Czechoslovak make 
Tatra whose boxvan body could be adapted to a laboratory or a dark 
room. At first he travelled through the southwest of Australia, and then 
crossed Australia from Perth via Kalgoorlie, Madura, Eucla, Penong, 
Port Augusta and Adelaide to Melbourne. From there he continued via 
Canberra to Sydney and along the eastern coast up to Brisbane. There 
he left his car and went by train to Cairns, from where he made an 
excursion to the Great Barrier Reef. He was a pioneer in using a car 
of Czechoslovak make for such a long journey across the Australian 
continent. During his trip he collected zoological material and photo
graphed. From Australia he went to Japan on board a ship, continued 
to California and across the Panama Canal he returned on ship board 
to Europe where he finished his tour of the world in 1936. Then he went 
once again to Africa and returned home close before the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia by the Nazis. He joined an antifaSCist resistance mo
vement, was soon arrested and died in 1940 in a concentration camp 
in Warsaw, Poland. 

Baum's contribution to the natural historical knowledge of Australia 
is rather modest in comparison with that of Danes and Domin. His 
Australian trips resulted in a few professional papers on Australian 
spiders and their biology. Nevertheless he collected large amounts 
of valuable zoological material for the National Museum in Prague. 
Unfortunately he coud not sort out the collected material himself, and 

.) The limited extent of this paper does not allow any more detailed evaluation 
of his work and results of his scientific studies in Australia. Therefore we recommend 
to consult the papers by his friends and collaborators published in the Sbornik 
CSZ (Zivot a prace prof. J. V. Danese. - SCSZ, 34, p. 129-225, Praha 1928). It 
also appeared as a separate paper (also in English). 
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I. Routes of Czech natural sCientists in Australia. 1 - the route of journey of J. Da· 
nes through Queensland in 1910, 2 - the route of a car ride of J. Baum through 
Australia in 1935, 3 - the route of the Czechoslova k expedition from Sydney to 
Darwin and back to Sydney in 1969. 

thus his scientific work has remained unfinished. More known are his 
popular scientific and travel books. One of them called "A Tour of the 
World by Car and Ship" (Prague, 1937) includes his description of his 
voyage to Australia. 

During the World War II, another outstanding Czech geographer 
Julie MoschelesovQ (1892-1956) lived in Australia. She studied in Nor
way, took her degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Prague in 1917, where 
she started her scientific career and thanks to her scientific erudition 
'Wrote several original books. After 16 years of scientific work she beca
me private docent in 1934. Five years later she had to leave her country 
before the Nazis and found her position at a School of EconomiCS 
in Melbourne. Her preparations for the exploration of Oceania were 
interrupted by the war with Japan. She was appointed a geographical 
expert in the army of the Dutch East India founded at that time in 
Northern Australia. In 1946 she returned to Prague where she worked at 
the Charles University until her death in 1956 (from 1954 as associate 
professor of geography). Her work was highly appreCiated on the oc
casion of her 60th birthday anniversary by the Academician R. Kettner 
(23), and the geographer Professor J. Korcak (SCSZ, 61, p. 152-153, 
Praha 1956). In his opinion J. Moschelesova, whe worked in the sphere 
of physical, economic and regional geography, showed a special erudi
tion in her works for tlie geographical synthesis. As an example we 
may quote her large monography on the British Isles (translated also 
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into Spanish), or a smaller though not less brilliant geographical survey 
of Australia and Oceania (27), meant to become the basis of a larger 
monography of this area. She wrote several other valuable articles 
treating of Australia (25, 26) showing her profound knowledge of the 
theme. 

A Czechoslovak Scientific Expedition to Australia was realized in 
1969, organized by the Moravian Museum and its Institute Anthropos, 
Brno. Its programme was to follow up with the work of the Czechs -
Danes, Domin and Baum. The main research task was to carry out 
a complex exploration of the Rembrrngas - an aboriginal tribe living 
in the Arnhem Land in the northern part of the Northern Territory. 
The study of the tribe was recommended to the expedition by the Austra
lian anthropologists. Up to that time the tribe had not been subjected to 
any detailed study and was even included into the list of urgent research 
program!lle (Urgent Research Bulletin, Wien). The Australian Govern
ment Authorities as well as scientific institutions did their best to meet 
the requirements of this expedition. It even got the permission from the 
Australian Government to enter the Aboriginal reserve and carry out 
studies there. It was given only rarely and the ~zechoslovaks were the 
first from the socialist countries to obtain it. 

After more than one year's preparations the members left, divided 
in two groups, in April and May to Sydney. Prior to this, a cross-country 

. vehicle Praga V3S of a box van type of -Czechoslovak make was sent to 
Sydney via Hamburg. It was loaded With all sorts of necessary outfit and 
accessories and supplies. Moreover in Sydney the expedition was pro
vided with two cars of the Land Rover type lent by the. Australian Go
vernment. In the middle of May the three vehicles started their way 
across the continent via Port Augusta, Ayers Rock and Alice Springs 
to Darwin. The trip from Sydney to Darwin lasted one month. Much of 
this time the zoologist Z. Veselovsky spent carrying out his zoological 
studies and collecting samples. 

At the beginning of July the expedition left Darwin and moved to
wards the south to a government Aboriginal Settlement Bamyili located 
some 70 km south-east of Katherine. There the expedition divided into 
two groups, each trying to fulfill all planned tasks within three months. 
The field' work in this area can be carried out only in the dry period 
before the rains start at the beginning of October. The main task of 
the first group was to study the material culture of aboriginals with 
a special interest in the Rembrrnga tribe. It was led by the physical 
anthropologist J. Jelinek, head of the Anthropos Institute and director 
of the Moravian Museum. Other members of this group were the etno
graph S. Novotny, the camera operator J. Vrozina, the driver and me
chaniC J. Danek, and the government observer E. Brandl. The second 
group interested in the anthropological, demographic and settlement
-geographical conditions of the Rembrrnga tribe was composed of the 
expedition leader and geographer J. Brinke, and the physical anthro
pologist M. Prokopec. 

The first group left Bamyili heading towards the east to Mainoru, 
the last cattle station located on the southern border of the A. L. Reserve. 
Then the scientists started a difficult way across the Arnhem Land to 
the northern coast to the government settlement Maningrida. The drive 
thr.ough the bush was very uneasy, leading through tracks of land scar-
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ceiy visited by Man before. The place for their first camp they found 
in the central part of the area inhabited by the Rembrrnga tribe 
near Bulman Waterhole yielding rich discoveries of stone implements. 
Another area under study was Bulman Gorge where several caves 
with perfect rock-wall paintings were mapped. In the middle of Au
gust the group moved to the river Cadell, a rocky country with nu
merous caves in which rich discoveries of stone implements including 
the origInal stone tool-making workshops were made. Here the expedi
tion met the family of Mandarg, an aboriginal, who, with his sons still 
knows how to cut stone to make stone implements as well as how to 
make rock-wall paintings or paintings on bark. The scientists naturally 
took advantage of this unique occasion for a most detailed film and 
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2. The route of the Czechoslovak expedition in the Arnhem La nd. 1 - Stuart Highway, 
2 - major roads (all weather). 3 - tracks (for 4-whel drive vehicles only). 
4 - track in bush, 5 - railways, 6 - distances in km, 7 :- Aboriginal reser
ves, 8 - governments Aboriginal settlements, cattle stations and missions, 9 - the 
route of the second working group, 10 - the route of the first working group. 
A. L. R. - Arnhem Land Aboriginal Reserve. - Drawn by H. Landova. 
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photograph documentation. On their return way via Maningrida and Oen-
pem to Darwin they again investigated rock-wall paintings. . 

The second group was predominantly interested in anthropological 
and demographic investigations. They planned to collect information 
on· the corporeal and biological characteristics of the Rembrrngas, to 
gai11 photographic documentation and to study their demographic, 
settlement-geographical and social conditions. It was necessary to visit 
the members of the tribe living scattered in many parts of the Arnhem 
I,and in government settlements, government or private owned cattle
stations or missions. Nevertheless, the scientists succeeded in carrying 
out anthopological and demographic studies with more than 300 abori
ginals, and in compiling a list of the tribe members. 

At the beginning of October both groups met in Darwin from where 
they returned to Sydney, this time via Tennant Creek, Mt. Isa, Townsvil
le and Brisbane. The expedition was very successful and its results 
were highly appreciated in Czechoslovakia as well as in Australia and 
other courntries. In a comparatively very short time the expedition carried 
out a complex investigation of the Rembrrnga tribe and collected a lot 
of valuable SCientific material. The main scientific results may be sum
med up as follows: 
1. The discoveries of stone tool-making workshops [possible reconstruc

tion of a past manufacture). 
2. The collection of more than 3000 stone implements, paintings on 

bark and several tens of other etnographic subjects, e. g. a unique 
hut made of bark [another example was found in the Arnhem Land 
before World War II). 

3. Documentary films and photographies showing the traditional manu
facture of stone implements, weapons etc. Discoveries of rock-wall 
paintings and their film documentation. 

4. The compilation of a list of the tribe members provided with the 
basic data (including family anamnesis), anthropological and demo
graphic studies carried out with more than 300 aboriginals, and the 
study of their settlementgeographical and social conditions [inclu
ding migration, knowledge of languages, etc.). 
The scientific results of the expedition were described in a separate 

paper translated into English and published by the Anthropos Institu
te, Brno in 1979 (bibl1og. 21). In 1971 the institute installed an exhibi
tion showing the rich discoveries secured by the expedition, which is 
most probably the largest collection on the European continent (exlud
ing Great Britain). 

A lasting interest of Czechoslovak natural scientists in Australia is 
best shown by another speleological expedition to Tasmania which took 
place two years ago. We may only wish other expeditions to go on in 
the scientific research work started by our natural SCientists in that 
part of the world. 
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PODIL GESKYCH VEDCO NA piURODOVEDNEM POZNAN! AUSTRALIE 
VENOvANO 26. MEZINARODNIMU GEOGRAFICKEMU KONGRESU V SYDNEY 

V prilbehu minuleho stoleti nenavstivil Australii zadny cesky vedec, aby zde 
konal pi'frodovMne vyzkumy. Ovsem jiz tehdy se tam dostala rada Gechil, z nichz ne
kteri pi'ispeli k lHi'enf znalosti 0 Australii ve sve vlasti. Jeden z nich, Josef Polak 
(1844-1899), se zUcastnil v r. 1882 vyzkumne vypravy Johna Forresta k rece Gascoyne. 
Alois Topic (1852-1927J pracoval v Australii radu let jako zahradnik a pozdeji 
jako lovec ptakopyskii; byl jednfm z prvnich Evropanii, ktei'i se systematicky zaby
val! jejich zivotem. 

VMecky zajem 0 Australii vznikl predevsfm na Karlove univerziti! v Praze, 
kde prvnf zemepisne prednasky 0 tomto kontinentu vedl jiz v r. 1856/57 Tan Palacky 
(1830-1908], prvni habilitovanydocent geografie. Ten je tez autorem prvnl cesky 
psane geografie Australie (28, 29). Historicke geografii Australie se v te dobe venoval 
FrantiSek Kahltk (1854-1908). 

Prvnfmi prirodovMci, ktei'i se do Australie vydali za vMeckymi vyzkumy, byli' 
geograf TiN V. Danes a botanik Karel Domin, docenti Karlovy univerzity v Praze. 
Jirf V. Danes (1880-1928J podnikl radu vyzkumJ1ych cest po Evrope i po Severnf 
a Strednf America, kde se venoval studifm geomorfologickym, zejmena krasovym. 
Zkusenosti vY1:lzil pri sve patnactimesfcni ceste na Jlivu a do Australie, kterou nastou
pil v r. 1909 s Karlem Dominem (1882-1953J. Po prvnf etape cesty, zahrnujfd vyz
kumy na HIve, dosahli oba vedci v prosinci 1909 Brisbane, kde navlizali styk s tirady 
a vedeckymi institucemi. Odtud cestovali do Cairnsu, jenz se stal vychodlskem pro 
cesty po severovychodnfm Queenslandu. KonaIi vyzkumy v pohor! Bellenden-Ker, 
v povodf rek Russell a Barroon, v krasu u Chillagoe a u jezera Eachan. Pak pluli 
do Townsville, odkud podnikali vypravy do vnitrozemf - do Charters Towers, Hughede
nu, Pentlandu, Cloncurry, Longreachu; zpet do Brisbane se vratili pi'es Rockhampton. 
Domin se pak pres Melbourne vratiI do vlasti a Danes se vydal do zlipadnfho a se
verniho Queenslandu, aby zde konal geomorfologicka studia. leI z Brisbane pi'es 
Rockhampton do Barcaldine a Aramacu, dale pak do oblasti solnych jezer (Lake 
Mueller, Barccorah ad. J, potom do Pentlandu, Cloncurry, na horni tok i'ek Burdekin 
a Flinders do Camoowealu a dlile az do krasoveho uzemf Barkly Tableland, Navstivil 
Burket6wn (v jeho okolf bylo pozdeji jedno z udoll nazvlino jeho jmenem) a vraceI se 
zpet pi'es dolnf Flinders, Normanton, Croydon a Charleston do Calrnsu). Z Calrnsu 
odjel do Brisbane, kde prednasel 0 svych vvzkumech. Odtud jel do Sydney, dlile pres 
M81bourne a Adelaide do Perthu, odkud navstivil zlata pole u Kalgoorlle a Coolgardie. 
V i'fjnu 1910 se vratil do vlasti. 

V r. 1919 byl Danes jmenovan i'adnym profesorem geografie na Karlove unl
verzite. Do Australie se vratil jako generlilnf konzul Ceskoslovenske republiky. Tento 
urad v Sydney zastaval od srpna 1920 do konce roku 1922; sveho pobytu vyuzil 
k axkurzfm, mj. i na Novou Guineu a na Tasmanii. Zplitecnf cestu pi'es Oceanli Dane§ 
vyuzi! ke studiu piivodu a vymfrani pilvodnfho obyvatelstva. V r. 1928 zahynul pi'i 
tragicke autonehode u Los Angeles v USA. ZanechaI rozsahle, i kdyz nedokoncene 
vMecke dilo, v nem:!: prace venovane Australii zaujimajf vyznacne misto. Nejcen
nejsf jsou jeho studie 0 krasu, podnes ocenovane a citovane. Venoval se take antro
pogeografii a mezi jeho pracemi s australskou tematikou vynika studie 0 puvodnim 
obyvatelstvu Australie a Oceanie (15J. . 

K. Domin sice nedosahl takoveho mezinarodniho uznanf jako Danes, presto 
vsak j50u jeho fytogeograficke prlice z Australie v odbornych kruzlch ocenovany (19). 

V r. 1934 S8 do Australie vydal zoolog TiFt Baum (nar. 1900). Vystudoval zoolo
gii na Karlove univerzite a specializoval se na arachnologii - vedu 0 pavoucfch. 
Vcnov1l1 se vSilk i studiu pUikli a hmyzu. Na rozdU ad Danese jlz ke svym ces-
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tam pou~ivaI automobil. ProcestovaI Afriku a ziska I zkusenosti pro cestu kolem sv/lta, 
zahrnujici i AustrAlii. Baum tam pi'iplul pocatkem r. 1935 se svou i!enou a s obytnym 
automobilem znaeky Tatra. Nejdi'fve procestoval australsky jihozlipad a projel na
pi'ie Australi[ z Perthu pres Kalgoorlie, Maduru, EucIu, Port Augustu a Adelaide 
do Melbourne, odkud pokraeovaI pres Canberru do Sydney a dale Ai! do Brisbane. 
Baum byl prvni, kdo projel australsky kontinent ceskosIovenskym automobilem. Be
hem sve cesty provadel zoo)ogicke sbery a fotografoval. Z Australie plul lodi do Ja
ponska, odkud se vratil domfi pi'es Panamsky prfiplav. Za nacisticke okupace Cesko
slovenska byl zatcen a v r. 1940 zemi'el v koncentracnfm tabol'e ve Varsave. Baumfiv 
podH na pl'frodovednem poznani Australie je skromnej!!f ne~ Dane!!fiv - ie to jen 
nekolik odbornych pojednani 0 australskych pavoucich a jejich biologii. Shroma~dil 
v!!ak znaene zoologicke sbery, jimii! obohatil Narodni muzeum v Praze; k jejich zpra
covani se jii! sam nedostal. 

Za druM svetove valkv pobyvaIa v AustrliIii vynikajfe'f ceska geografka Tulie 
Moschelesova (1892-1956). Studovala v Norsku. ale doktoratu filozofie dosAhla v r. 
1917 v Praze na KarIove univerzite. NapsaIa i'adu geograflckych, pi'evai!ne fyzicko
geo.e:rafickvch studi!, mezi nimi i nekolik knii!nich. z nicM nejcennej!!i byIa mono
grafie 0 Britskvch ostrovech. pl'eIoi!ena i do spanel!!tiny. V r. 1939 musela opustit 
svou vlast a nasla si vysokoskolske zamestnani v Melbourne, kde pfisobila na Vysoke 
skole obchodnf. Pi'ipravovaIa se na vyzkum v Oceanii. ktery 1'f v!!ak znemoi!nila valka 
s Japonskem. Vstoupila pak iako geograficky expert do slui!eb armady Nizozemske 
Vychodni Indie, ktera se tebdy tvoi'ila v severnf Australii. V r. 1946 se vratila do 
vIastl, kde pfisobila a~ do sve smrti na Karlove univerzite. 1. Moschelesova, kterli se 
venovala jak fyzicke, tak bospodai'ske a regionalnf geografii. prokazaIa mimoi'adnou 
schopnost pro geografickou syntezu. Svildel 0 tom mj. rozsahem sice nevelky, ale ob
sahove bohatv zemepisnv pi'ebled Australie a Oceanie (27]. jeni! se mel stat zakladem 
!!iroce pojate monografie. Cenne jsou i jejf da1!!f prace s austraIskou tematlkou 
(25, 26). 

V r. 1969 se uskutecnila Ceskoslovenskd vedeck6. exvedice do Australie, orga
nizovana Moravskvm muzeem v Brne. JeFm hlavnfm vMecko-vyzkumnym llkolem 
hyIo provest komplexnf vyzkum iednobo z domorodvch kmenfi - Rembrrnga, i!iif
cfbo v Arnhemske zemi v severni easti Severniho teritoria. AustraIske vladnf orgliny 
a vedecke instituce vycbazely expedici vsti'ic a australska vlada jf poskytla i povole
ni ke vstupu do domorode rezervace Arnhemska zeme. Cs. expedice byla prvni vedec
kou vypravou ze socialistickych zemi, ktere to bylo umo~neno. 

V dubnu a v kvetnu odieli clenove expedicp do Sydnpy. kam byl tei! odeslan 
lodi expedicni nakladnf terenni automobil Pral'll V3S ve ski'ffiove llprave s vystroi'f, 
vyzbroji a zlisobami. V Sydney byly pi'evzaty dva terennf osobni vozy Land Rover, 
zapfijcene australskou vI ad 011. Vfce nei! mesfcnf pi'esun exnpdice ze Sydney do Darwi
nu, vedouci po trase Sydney - Port Augusta - Ayers Rock - Alice Springs - Dar
win. vyui!il zoolog Zdenek Veselovsky k eetnvm zoologickvm pf)zorovanfm a sberflm. 
Pocatkem eervence vyrazila expedice z Darwinll na iih do vl!ldnf domorode osady 
Bamyili. Zde se expedice rozdel!la na dYe pracovnf skllPiny. fJkoIem orvnf. vedene 
antropologem a archeologem Tanem Telfnkem. v nf'l dale bvIi etnograf Stanislav 
Novotny, kameraman Jli'f Vroi!ina. i'iclie a mecbanik Tan nliDek a vladnf pozorovatel 
Eric Brandl, byl vyzkum materialni kultury domorodcfl. fJkoIem druM skllpiny, tvoi'ene 
geografem a vedoucfm expedice Tosp.fem Brinkem a antropoIo,Q'pm MirosIavem ProkoD
cern, byl antropologickY. demograficky a sfdelne gp.ografickv vyzkum kmene Rembrrn
gao Prvni skupina odjela do Mainoru, poslednf dobytkai'ske stanice, lei!ici na jii!nfch 
hranicfch rezervace Arnbemska zeme. Odtud nastollpila obtfi!nou Cp.stu malo prozkou
manym terenem napi'ic Arnhpmskou zemf a7. k severnfmll Dobi'e'li k osade Ma
ningrida, odkud se pi'es OenDeIli vratila zDet do Darwinll. Podai'ilo se 1i objevit i'adu 
lokalit s kamennymi nastroii. veetne ieiich vyroben, lokalit se skaInfmi malbami 
a 11 i'eky Cadell se setkala s rodinou domorodce Mandarga, ktery je!!te se svymi syny 
ovladal techniku vyrobv kamennvcb nastroifl, malbu na sklilu i na kflru. Clenovli 
skupiny vyui!ili teto jedinecne Di'ilei!itosti k Dodrobne filmove a fotograficke doku
mentaci. Drllhli skupina navstfvila vsechna sfdla. v niehi! ~m pi'fslll!!nfci studovaneho 
kmene. poi'fdlla jejich seznam a provedla antropologicke a demograficke !!eti'eni 
u vice nei! 300 domorodcfl. 

Pocatkem i'ijna se obe skupiny spoiily v Darwinu, odkud byl zahiijen pi'eslln 
zDet do Sydney, tentokrlit pi'es Tennant Creek. Mt. Isa, Townsville. Brisbane. Expe
dice jako celek byIa l1spe!!na a odbornfci ocefiovaIi. i!e se if Dodai'ilo v pomerne 
kriitke dobe prov6st komplexni vyzltu\ll kmune a shromii7.dit znaenli a uniklitni sbfl'
ky [pi'es 3 tisice kamennych nastrojil, kolekce maleb na kfli'e, nekolik desftek dill-
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~ich etnografickych pi'edmetll). Vedecke vysledky expedice byly pUblikovany vc 
sbornlku, vydanem v anglictine v r. 1979 ustavem Anthropos v Brne (21), kde byla 
v r. 1971 Instalovana vystava z bohatyeh sberll expedlce. 

Obr. 1 - Cesty ceskyeh pi'irodovedcii AustralH. 1 - trasa cesty J. Dane~e po Queens
landu v r. 1910, 2 - eesty J. Bauma autem po Austrl1Ui v r. 1935, 3 - trasa 
pi'esunu Cs. expedice ze Sydney do Darwinu a zpet v r. 1969. 

Obr. 2 - Trasa Cs. expediee v Arnhemske zemi. 1 '- Stuartova silniee, 2 - sllnice 
s prailnym povrehem, 3 - eesty sjizdne jen terennimi vozidly, 4 - prlljezd 
1. skupiny bu~em napi'lc Arnhemskou zemf, 5 - ~eleznice, 6 - vzdAle
nosH na Stuartove silnlei v km, 7 - domorode rezervace, 8 - vlAdnl 
domorode osady a dobytkai'ske staniee, 9 - smer cesty 2. praeovni skupiny, 
10 - smer eesty 1. pracovni skupiny. A. L. R. - domorodA ;ezervaee Arn
hemska zeme. Kreslila H. Landova. 

(PracolJiste autora: Katedra uiJitelstvi a didaktiky geografie UK, AlbertOIJ 6, 128 43 
Praha 2.) 

Doslo do redakce 5. 1. 1988. 
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t. Brinlee: The Contribution oj Czech Scientists to the Natural SCientijic Knowiedge oj Australia. 

1. Base camp of Czechoslovak expedition in Bamyili. 

2. Corroborree of Aboriginals in Beswick in Arnhem Land. 



3. Aboriginals in Arnhem Land 
Reserve. 

4. Physical antropologist M. 
Prokopec investigates Rem
brrngas near Man!ngrida. 
Photos J. Brinke. 


