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CHANGES IN THE LOCATION OF SECOND HOMES
IN THE HRUBY JESENIK MOUNTAINS
IN THE PERIOD OF THE ,, TOURIST BOOM”

The recreational area of the Hruby Jesenik Mountains has been for many years
~the object of investigations encompassing all the components of the territorial-
recreational complex represented by this area. For the purposes of the present
research we prefer to confine this area within rather closer limits than does the
Plan of Regionalisation of Recreation in CSSR (elaborated earlier by the plan-
ning organisation Terplan (1) because the delimitation of Terplan encloses a
broader zére with quite different conditions for recreation. The area of the present
research®(the model-area) is represented only by the core of the Hruby Jesenik
Mountains (see to map) with optimal conditions for recreation, and closely
approximates the ,Protected landscape area of - Jeseniky“ (so declared in
1969 — 5).

The extent of the model area is 740 km?, approximately one fifth of the extent
of both the administrative districst of Bruntdl and Sumperk, to which the area
belongs, and encloses 23 communities (11 in the District of Bruntal and 12
in the District of Sumperk). These comprise 11,4 % of all 202 communities
in the two districts. The area is covered by mountains of middle height,
600—1.300 m (the highest peak Pradéd 1492 m), with optimal conditions for
winter and summer recreational stays, hiking and skiing (3). Because of these
conditions and of the convenient transport possibilities relating to the towns
of Midle Moravia and those of the industrial agglomeration of the Ostrava basin,
it became during the last 25 years a significant area of second-home living.

In the course of investigation special attention was paid to the changes in lo-
cation of second homes and to the territorial relations between the recreational
area (as the area of supply) and the most important places of demand.

The problem of the second home is now central to the geography of recreation
and leisure and will undoubtedly be discussed by geographers attending the World
Congress in Moscow in 1976 and especially at the meeting of the pertinent
IGU Working Group.

At the beginning of the study period, i. e. in the fifties, the number of settle-
ments with second homes in the model area was very small. These settlements
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Location of second homes in' the area of Hruby Jesenik Mountains /S. Sprincovd).
The places of origin are mostly in:

1 — The districts of Bruntal and Sumperk; 2 — Middle Moravia; 3 — the Ostrava

industrial agglomeration; 4 — Brno and Southern Moravia; 5 — district — boundary;

6 — boundary of the model area.
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were situated in the zone of access to the central ridge of Hruby Jesenik Mountains
(2,4) and nearly all could be reached by railway. This railway. connection made
even week-end. (formerly 1,5 days) recreation possible in such settlements as
Mald Moravka, Kouty, Brannd; or in extreme cases recreation and activities
extending over several days (Ramzova, Horni Lipova etc.). The network of these
resorts remained for many years without significant change and did not show
any tendency to expand. By contrast the number of second homes in the zones
nearest to the centres of demand increased during this period very rapidly (e. g.
Marianské Udoli, Hlubo¢ky, Hruba Voda in the valley of the Bysttice River)
along the railway-line Olomouc — Bruntal, or the many villages along the railway
line Ostrava—Frydlant n. Ostravici — Frenstat.

With the increasing use of the motor car that effectively started at the end
of the mineteen fifties, the dependence of recreation zones on railway transport
decreased and no longer remained the deciding locational factor. When the car
is used for travel the areas of short-time and week-end recreation are considerably
expanded, because the 60-minute isochrone .for a one-day recreation trip and the
12 —-minute isochrone for week-end recreation can enclose much larger zones
when travel is. by car than when it is by train. A big increase in the number
of second homes is one consequence of this fact.

In 1964 second homes could be found in all settlements of the model area (470
second homes). In' the remaining parts of both districts, where the conditions
for the recreation are not so good as in the model area, there were 240 second
homes in only 33 settlements. In 1975 after the registration and listing of second
homes adopted by the governement resolution No 287/1973 the number of second
homes in the model area nearly doubled, to 932. The increase, which represents
an annual growth rate of 6,4 % over the 11 years, is however not homogeneous
in the whole area. In the eastern part (belonging to the Bruntal district) the
increase reaches nearly threefold; in the western part (belonging to the Sumperk
district) it equals only one fifth. This difference results from the greater recre-
ational capacity and the more convenient transport of the Bruntal part, in relation
to the centres of demand (the basin of Ostrava, the cities of Middle Morav1a
and Opava and surroundings).. ‘

The number of second homes in both districts outside the model area increased,
however, in the same period from 240 to 1375 (an annual growth rate of over
17 %) and the number of settlements with second homes from 33 to 102 (see
the map). Thus the number of second homes is increasing here more rapidly and
the share of the model area in both districts is decreasing: in 1964 it was 66,2 %,
-and in 1975 only 40,5 %. The ‘following conclusions may be drawn from this
fact:

1. As a reason for the smaller development of second homes in the model area
can be adduced the fact that its reception capacity is near to exhaustion.
There are almost no vacant country houses available, and construction of new
cottages is limited for the protection of the environment. In many- places
a definite stop to new construction has been declared.

2. By contrast, the faster increase of second homes outside the protected land—
scape area of Jeseniky can be explained by these factors:

a) In consequence of the process of concentration of inhabitants in the larger
settlements, dwellings in settlements without any central functions.and
farm houses became free for use as second homes.
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b) A lower degree of protection of the environment here allows in greater
measure the construction of new second homes.

¢) The development of motorization enables even more remote settlements
to be used as localities of second homes.

d) The worsened environment in cities makes second homes in greater measure
a living necessity. The increased demand, with the exhaustion of capacity
in the areas with optimal conditions for recreation, leads to the decreasing
of standards for the qualities of conditions for recreation and to an increase
in the number of areas used for second homes. For example, the area
of Osoblaha has few of the qualities required for recreation and is remote
from most areas of demand. There is however the possibility of obtaining
vacant country houses, for use as second homes. Those interested not only
the inhabitants of the nearby town of Krnov, but also those in the
industrial agglomeration of Ostrava.

e) Finally there is increased interest in second homes on the part of the
inhabitants of the towns situated directly in the Hruby Jesenik Mountains
(Bruntil, Krnov, Rymaiov, Sumperk, Jesenik, Zabieh) who prefer the
nearest sites, which permit even daily after-work recreation, including
gardening and bee-keeping.

All these fact confirm the reality, that the more distant the places of supply
and demand are from each other, the higher are the requirements. Thus the sites
of second homes at a distance of 150—200 km must be of higher quality than
those at a distance of 10—15 km. That is the reason why in the Hruby Jesenik
Mountains the second homes of inhabitants of Prague and Brno are situated
directly in the model area and in the places with the best conditions for recreation
(winter sports included).

The increase in the number of second homes has an important impact not
only on the environment of the respective localities, but also on their functional,
social and economic structure. In the settlements, which were formerly of agri-
cultural, agricultural-lumbering and agricultural-industrial character; the share
of recreational functions increased, as they became primarily centres of second
homes. The recreational functions have these characteristic features: :

1. Short-term migration of the occupants of weekend houses, on a 5-day cycle;
2. extremely stable territorial relations between:

a) the places of destination (supply), i. e., the sites of second homes and
weekend houses and

b) the places of origin (demand), i. e., the permanent homes of occupants.
of these houses.
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CTAHUCNABA WNPUHUOBA

M3MEMEHMA B PA3MEWEHWUW MHAWBUAYANBHOIO AAYHOIO XWbA
B ECEHMKAX B 3MNOXY MACCOBOIO PA3BUTKA PEKPEALWU

ABTOp B HacToswei pa6oTe CpaBHUBAeT PasBMTUE U WU3MEHEHUA B pa3MelleHWH BTO-
POro Xwnbs B MOAENbHOM 06NacTM CBOEro MCCNEAOBaHWUS W B OCTaNbHbIX UaCTAX PaiOHOB
BpyHtan u lWymnepk, Ha TeppuTOpMM KOTOPbIX MOAenbHas 0o6nacTb pasMmellaeTcs, U Ko-
Topas NpPeAoCTaBNseT ONTUManbHble YCNOBUA ANS pekpeauuu. B ocTanbHbix uactsx ob6oux
pPaiOHOB 3TW YCNOBMS OUEHb Pa3HOBUAHbIE, HO B OO6LEM BCIOAY CYLECTBEHHO CKpOMHee.
HecmoTtpsa Ha 370, CpaBHMBas HanpaBn€HWE pa3BUTUA BTOPOrO XWAbS, TO ONpeaensem,
UTO OHO pa3BUBaAeTCR B MOAENbHOI 06NacTH MeAneHee, YeM B OCTaNbHbIX 4acTax oboux
panoHoB.

ABTOp pacCMaTpUBAET MPUUUHbLI 3TOTO ABAEHUA U MPUXOAMT K CNEAYIOUIMM 3aKNIOUEHUAM:

1. MeaneHHOe pa3BUTHe BTOPOro Xunbs B MOAEeNbHOW 06nacTu Bbi3BAHO TeM, uTo eé
npuMeMHas eMKOCTb NPHOBNXaeTCa K BEpXHeW rpaHuue.
2. B npoTuBONOhOXHOCTb 23TOMy Gonee 6biCTpOe BO3pacTaHWEe UMCNEHHOCTH BTOPbLIX
XWNbEB MUMO MOAENbHOW 06NacTU MUMEeT Cneaylowmne MpUUUHDI:
a) 34ecb NMPOMCXOAUT B BNEACTBUM KOHUEHTPauuu HaceneHus B Gonbluiue noceneHus
K NOCTOSSHHOMY YBONbHEHWIO XWAbIX AOMOB, NOAXOAAUWMX K WCNONb30BAaHWIO ANs
BTOPOro XWNb$,
6) Gonee HM3kas CTeneHb OXpaHbl CPeAM ApaeT BO3MOXHOCTb B Gonee 6Gonbwom Mac-
wTta6e HOBOMY CTPOWUTENbCTBY,
u) pasBuTHe aBTOMOOMNM3Ma pa3pellaeT BOCMONb30BAaTLCH U 6Onee yAaneHHbIMU U Me-
Hee AOCTYNHbIMWU MecTami, )
A) NOBbIWEHHbIA CMNPOC, BMECTE C HaNONHEHWEM €eMKOCTM obnactei C ONTUMAanbHbIMMK
'ycnoBusMM, BEAET K CHUXEHWUI0 TpeGOoBaHUi OTHOCUTENbHO KauecTBa npeAnoCcbiNoK
M TEM CaMbiM K PaclWMPEHUI0O TEPPUTOPUWA, MCNONb3YEMbIX ANsS BTOPOro XunbA,
€) NOoCTOAHHOe BO3pacTaHWe UMCNEHHOCTH COGCTBEHHUKOB BTOPOrO XWNbfi, KOTOpble
MMEIOT NOCTOSHHOE MECTOMpOXuBaHWe B 060MX paWoHax. B 6GonbwuHCTBE OHW npea-
NOUMTalOT MecTa B CaMOit GNM3KOM OKPECTHOCTH, NPEeAOCTaBNAOUWEE WM BO3MOX-
HOCTb NPOBOAUTL OTAbIX nocne pa6oTbl M HEKOTOPYK aKTUBHOCTb Tpebylowyto
yacToe noceleHne BTOPOro XWAbsl, Kak CajOBOACTBO MAM NUENOBOACTBO.

UccnepoBaHue B EceHMkax NOATBEPAMNO AEACTBUTENBHOCTb fIPUHUMNA, UTO UEM MeHee
B3aMMHO yaaneHbl 0o6nacTW cnpoca M NPeAnoOXeHus, Tem Gonee Hu3kue Tpeb6oBaHWUA no
OTHOWEHHIO KauecTBa NPEeANnOCBINOK ANS ‘PexpealnoHHoN -o6nacTu.
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S. Sprincovd: Changes in the Location of Second Homes in the Hruby Jesenik Mountains . ..

t. Karlova Studanka, a well known spa in thz valley of the Bila Opava river, unler
the slopes of Pradéd in the Hruby Jesenik Mts.

2. Kursovni chata (cottage) is one of the old recreation houses in the ragion of Pradsi;
it serves for the purposes of hiking and for winter sports.
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