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THE STAGE-TOWN AS A SPECIAL TYJ?E OF URBAN 
FUNCTIONS 

The Geography of Tourism most often used to deal with highly visUed, 
"goal" regions (POSER, DEFERT, KLtiPPER, LESZCZYCKI, VEYRET and others). 
The investigation concerning bigger towns, where the visitors clOme fmm, (the 
so-called "srarting places") has appeared only recently. CRIBIER for example 
deals with the problems of recreation of the inhabitants IQf Paris. Nevertheless, 
no attention has been paid to transit regions and places through which the 
streams of tourists pass from the starting places to the goal regions. In many 
regions and countries the transit represents the prevailing or even only form 
of tourism and reaches 3. high extent. Transit very much influences the visits 
not only of such countries as Belgium, Ireland and DenIilavk, but also such 
important goal countries as France and Italy. 

The author of the present paper has therefore focussed her attention on 
the problems of transit regions, the more so in that she had evaluated their 
importance in aonnection with the investigation of the regionalisation of 
tourism in Czechoslovakia and of the tourist fUJllctions of Central Moravia as 
an important transit region. Gzechoslov,ak and foreign tourists pass through 
this region fl"om Prague to Slovakia, especially to the High Tatra, from the 
Soviet Union to Prague, from Austria to northern Moravia and Poland. 

The intensity of tourism in Czechoslovakia, however, does not reach world 
parameters; in c'Onsequence of a relatively insufficient infrastruature, it has 
not yet been concentrated t'O the usual routes. That is why the research of 
these pmblems in Czechoslovakia does not allow us to draw more general 
conclusions. It made the author use the opportunit:ies of her research stay at 
the Aix-en-Provence university in France and study these problems in Provence,
Strong strams of home and foreign tourism pass through this region, espedally 
from Paris to the Cote d'Azur and to Italy. The main focus of the research 
were the problems of stage-towns as 5pecial categories of transrit places. In 
these stage-towns the tourists usaully interrupt their journey for seve-ral hOUl'S 
or one night. 

The investigation c'Oncerned espedally the conditions of the origin of stage
towns, the delimitation of their tourist functions in oontrast to their other 
functions, and the influence of tourism upon their economiCS, equipment, 
appearance and cultural and social life. 

The extent of the present paper does not allow us to deal with all the 
.aspects of the research work in question and makes the author limit hers'8lf 
only to sketching the main problems. The town .of Aix-en-PrO'vence was chosell1 
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as an example and the town of Olomouc in Czechoslovakia has been introduced 
for 00 mparison. 

The decisive oondition of existence for such towns is their situation. They 
are formed expecially on intersections of important international and domestic 
routes oonnecting big cities and othe'r starting pOints w1th the goal regions. 

The examination and the results of questionnaires, realized by the Instit1l't 
d'Administration d'Entreprises in the University Aix-en-Provence, confronted 
with the opinions of motortourists in Czechoslovakia has shown that the most 
'favourable distance for these places is cca 250 km. E. g. Aix is situated 
297 km from Lyon, 248 km fmm Grenoble, cca 200 km from the Cote d'Azur 
(Olomouc 250 'km from Prague, 280 km from Poprad-High Tatra, 202 km from 
Vienna, 239 km Krak6w and 217 km from Katowice). Amo'lg the towns in 
question the first to deV'elop into stage-towns are those which can offer 
besides the basic services (accomodatioIl., board, car~service, shopping, heaIth
service etc.) also the opportunities of local sight~seeing, culture and enter
tainment, 'sports (swimming and bathing), excursions to their surroundings, etc. 

The investig,ation of the extent and share of the tourist functions is more 
difficult in stage-towns than in tourist and health resorts. The usual method 
of cOIIllpa'ring facilities for occassional hOUJSing with the number of permanent 
reSidents, called by DEFERT "Taux de fonctions touristiques" is not enough 
for this purpose, because the capacity of occasional housing often includes 
plenty of beds, occlIipied by lcng-term recreation (weekend-houses, boarding
houses, etc.). This chls'torting factor can be eliminated by using the indicator 
of tourist capacity (oapacite d'acc'lleil J so that inste.ad of the total capaci:ty 
of occasional housing only the beds for free tourist traffic are taken into 
oonsideration (minus beds in cUTative houses in spas, in recreational houses 
owned by the Trade Unions, enterprises, various organizations, private weekend
house's, etc). Nevertheless, this indicator does not suffice to e~press tourist 
functions in the stage-towns and more supplementary investigation must be 
made, e. g. at Aix: 

a) the evidence of statistically not registered occasional housing, 
b) the quest.fonnaire in hotels, auto-aampings and at the shops, ooncerning 

especially the oomposition of their custome'rs, their permanent res!ldences, 
their opinions on conditions for tourism in stage towns, duration of the 
season, etc., 

c) the evidence of cars, coming from the other departments outside Departe
ment Bouches-du-Rhilne, 

d) the oomp,arison of results with the numbers and routes of cars passing 
on the days in question during the high tourist season and in the other seasons 
of the year. 

Only by confront1:ng these separate findings is it possible to ev,aluate the 
importance of tourism in a stage-town. 

As the growth of tertiary activities is one of the general consequences of 
the development of tourism, it can be considered one of the indicators of the 
share of tou'rism in the economic structure of the town. This can better be 
seen if oomp.ared with the social structure of towns of similar categories, 
but without any tourist functions. Aix-was was oompared with Pot tiers fn the 
departement Vienne, lying outside the main tourist areas. For oomparison we 
first oonsidered the share of shops with commodiUes consumed by tourists 
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(driIlks, some fo.o.dst'uffs, cigarettes, jo.urnals, post-cards, car-accessories, so.u
venirs) and o.f restaurants in the whole network of shops and services. At Aix 
these enterprises are 33 % more frequent than at Poitiers. Thus Aix can dispose 
o.f a more developed network o.f shops with commodities consumed nQt o.nly 
by the inhabitants but also by toul"ists. This shows the extent to which tourism 
may influence retail tI'iade. This finding was verified by a public inquiry at the 
enterprises in both towns. 

One o.f the special manifestatiQIlS of the influence of tourism in st,age-lplaces 
1s that the growth of permanent f.acilities fQr o.ccasional housing lags behind 
the real need for accQmodation in the high tourist season. This fact can be well 
demonstrated o.n the example of Aix, because the high seaso.n is very distinct 
here. It represents a period o.f two months (15th July-15th September) with 
the peak in August. A smaller increase comes in the period of the Easter 
Holidays. The capacity o.f hotel accomodation represents abourt: 1900 beds 
that in the other seasons of the year are o.ccupied to 40-60 %. In the hig'h 
season the number o.f beds increases by about 10 thousand in private houses, 
in student-hostels, auto-campings. lodging-houses; the ocoupation o.f ho.tels 
grows up to 90 %. The relatively low o.ccupation of the hotel beds sho.ws 
that their capacity, except in periods of peak seasons, is too high .and its 
further rise is o.ut o.f questio.n. Co.nversely, even the six times greater number 
of tourist-beds in full season Gannot satisfy the demand. Further building 
is restrained becaus'e o.f the economic problems hQW to ma1ke use o.f this 
accomodatlon capacity all year round. Thi:s leads to an increased establishing 
of camping o.r caravansites in the ne,arer as well as the mo.re remo.te sur
'roundings of the stage-to.wns, and to. unregistered accomodatiQn in spaces 
not reserved fo.r this pUl'pos'e, sleeping in cars etc. 

The effort to. use the accomodation capacity, the well developed network 
o.f tertiary activities and the expens'es inve'sted into the infrastructure o.f the 
stage-towns sparks the tendency of creating the cQnditiQns for turning stage
tQwns in goal towns, viz. by o.rganizing exhibitions, fairs, festiv,als, congresses, 
etc. At Aix, there is the International MQzart Festival (held since 1948 in the 
periQd from about 9th-31St July), a carnival o.rganized e'ach February, mQstly 
for the inhabitants o.f Provence, the "Gastmnomic-weeks", also. Qrganized in 
the winter-se.ason fo.r the same clients als the carnival and 'various congresses. 
Thus Aix becomes after Paris the most visited Congress-town fQr the cQngresses 
and symposia with a number Qf delegates up to 400. Similoar tendences atppear 
in Olomouc i:n connectiQn with the. QrganizaUon of the flower-exhi.lbitiions 
"FLORA" that hav·e grown during the 18 years of their existence into national 
exhibitions with international p.articipation and the organization of congresses, 
originally as a consequence of the scientific activity_ of the University of 
Olomouc. 

Thus accomodation cap,acity is useful even in the remaining seasons of the 
year, moreover the pu'bllicity and attractability of the stage-town increases 
and the directiOins of routes passing through this place be·come more stabilized. 
The establishment of such tmditiolls is one of the mOist required objectives 
of the concrete tourist-pOliCY of every stage-town. By comparing the results 
of research obtained tn highly developed tourist countries with those from 
countries where the tou["ist expansion has only begun we can formulate soOme 
hypotheses for further development and to verify them. 
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The results of tille present research made it 'posslhle to draw only preldminary 
conclusions. There remains the need to increase and estahlish further statistical 
indicators of tOurism, to unify and simplify public inquimes, to extend the 
choice of the representa!ti.ve samples with regard to the regional aspects 
and to include a greater number of geographers and economists and of 
research centres as well. 

Therefore the author relies upon narrow coordination of the further economic 
geograpihical research with French geographers, especially in tbe University 
of Aix-en-Provence and on its extension to other research centres abroad. 
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Resume 

ETAPovE: MESTO JAKO ZVLASTNf TYP MESTSKYCH FUNKCl 

Z vYzkumil. v abol'll cestovnfho ruchu se geografie zabyv,ala dosud ponejvlce studiem 
oblasti vyhledAvanych navst1!vnlky, tj. oblasti cnovych (POSER, DEFERT, KLOPPER, 

264 



LESZCZYCKI, VEYRET a desHky Jinych autoru). Teprve v posledni doM se objevuji 
i prace stu-dUjlCi oblastI vysUa'jlci (napi'. CRI:BIER). 

Obl.astem nebo mistum tranzitnim vs,ak v geografickych pracich pozornost dosud 
venovana nebyla. Autorka proto zamei'ila sviij zajem k teto dosud opomijene proble
matice. Studovala ji na pi'ikladu sti'edni Moravy v souvislosti s kritikou oficialni ra
jonizace CSSR. Pi'i studijnim pobytu ve Francii provedla paralelni srovnani s tranzitnl 
oblasti Provence. Vyzkum se tykal zejmena studia pi'edpokladu vzniku etapovych mest, 
stanoveni podHu turistickych funkci na ostatnich funkcich techto mest a vlivu ces
tovniho ruchu Il!a jejich e,konomiku, vybaveni, vzhled i kulturni a 'spolecensky zivot. 

V publikovane stati se autorka omezuje jen na letme naznaceni hlavnlch problemu. 
Jako pi'lklad vol! mesto Aix-en-Provence ve Francii a v nekteryc'h pi'lpadech pro srov
nani Olomouc na sti'edni Morave. Pokud jde 0 pi'edpoklady vzniku etapovych mest, je 
rozhodujicl jejich poloha. PN mototuristice spojene s kulturne poznavaci cinnosti lze 
za optimalni vzdalenost et,ap pokladat 250 km. 

K urcenl l'ozsahu a podllu turistickych funkc! v etapovych mestech nesta'cI vyjadreni 
jen podUem ubytovacl kapacity pi'echudneho ubytovani na poctu trvale uSldleneho 
obyvatelstva, ale je ti'eba provest l'adu dflcich seti'enL Jde zejmena 0 soupis statisticky 
nepodchyceneho pi'echodneho ubytovanl, anketu v hotelich, autotaboi'iStich a u obchod
nlku, tykajlcl se zejmlina skladby klientely a jeji geograficke provenience, sez6nnosti 
a trvani turisticke soz6ny, nazoI'u 11a vyuzivani pi'edpokladu etapoveho mista pro 
cestovni ruch ,atd., zjiSiovani ob:ratu cizich motorovych vozidel a registrace provenience 
podle znacek, porovnani vysledkii s frek'vencnlmi daty projlzdeni motorovych vozidel 
v censovnich dnech, a to j.ak v sez6ne, tak i v dobe mezisez6nnl. Teprve vzajemnou 
konfrontaci techto dilcich zjiSteni lze do urelte miry pos>oulit turisticky vy'znam eta
poveho mesta. 

Vzhledem k tomu, ze jednim z obecnych dusledku pusobenl cestovniho ruchu je rust 
terciarnioh cinnosti, lze za jeden z ill'struktivnich ukazateHl kvantita,uvniho rustu vy
znamu turismu v etapovych mestech pokl<ldat rust 'pod!lu terciarnich einnosti na ves
kere aktivite jejich obyvatelstva. 

Jednim ze specialnich projevii vlivu cestovniho ruchu v etapovych mestech jezpoz
d'ovani rustu stalych ka'pacit pi'echodneho ubytovani za poti'ebou ve spi:ckovem obdobl. 
Tento nedostatek se resi pi'edevsim zi'izovilnim autocampingu. Naopak snaha vyuzivat 
ubytovacich kapacit, rozvinute a kvalitni sHe terciarn[ch cinnost! i investienich nakladii, 
vlozenych do infra'Struktury etapovych fiest, i mimo sez6nu rna za nasledek vznik 
tendence vytvai'e,t v etapovych mestech pi'edpoklady i pro takove for my cestovniho 
ruchu, pi'i nichz by se tato mista stavala mi&ty cilovymi. Je to pi'edevsim poi'iidani 
vystav, veletrhu, festivalu, kongresll atd. Tim dochcl,zi nejen k vyuzivani kapacit mimo 
sez6nu, ale zvysuje se tez znamost a tim ipi'itazlivost etapoveho mista a dochazi 
ke stabilizovani Smerll cestovniho ruchu jim prochazejidch. 

Vysledky pruzkumu umoe:nily cinit zavery jen pi'edbezne. Ukazuje S8 nutnost upravy 
a rozsii'enl poetu statistic'kych ukazatelu cestovniho ruchu, sjednoceni a zjednoduseni 
progra:mu anket, rozsii'eni vyMru reprezentacnich vzorku podle oblastnich hledisek 
a zapojeni vetSiho poctu ekonomickych i geografickych pracoviSt a pracovnlku. Srov
nani vysledkfl VYZkUfiU v zemich s vys·oce rozvinutym cestovnim ruchem a v zemlch, 
ktere joou teprve na prahu turisticke expdllze, umoziiuje formulaci ureitych hypotez 
dalSiho vyvoje pro zeme na pocatku rozvoje a pro zeme s vysokym stupnem l'ozvoje 
turismu. 

265 


