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THE STAGE-TOWN AS A SPECIAL TYPE OF URBAN
FUNCTIONS

The Geography of Tourism most often used tc deal with highly visited,
“goal” regions (POSER, DEFERT, KLOPPER, LESZCZYCKI, VEYRET and others).
The investigation concerning bigger towns, where the visitors come from, (the
so-called “starting places“) has appeared only recently. CRIBIER for example
deals with the problems of recreation of the inhabitants of Paris. Nevertheless,
no attention has been paid to transit regions and places through which the
streams of tourists pass from the starting places to the goal regions. In many
regions and countries the transit represents the prevailing or even only form
of tourism and reaches a high extent. Transit very much influences the visits
not only of such countries as Belgium, Ireland and Denmark, but also such
important goal countries as France and Italy.

The author of the present paper has therefore focussed her attention on
the problems of transit regions, the more so in that she had evaluated their
importance in connection with the investigation of the regionalisation of
tourism in Czechoslovakia and of the tourist functions of Central Moravia as
an important transit region. Czechoslovak and foreign tourists pass through
this region from Prague to Slovakia, especially to the High Tatra, from the
Soviet Union to Prague, from Austria to northern Moravia and Poland.

The intensity of tourism in Czechoslovakia, however, does not reach world
parameters; in consequence of a relatively insufficient infrastructure, it has
not yet been concentrated to the usual routes. That is why the research of
these problems in Czechoslovakia does not allow us t0 draw more general
conclusions. It made the authcr use the opportunities of her research stay at
the Aix-en-Provence university in France and study these problems in Provence._
Strong strams of home and foreign tourism pass through this region, especially
from Paris to the Céte d’Azur and to Italy. The main focus of the research
were the problems of stage-towns as special categories of transit places. In
these stage-towns the tourists usaully interrupt their journey for several hours
or one night.

The investigation concerned especially the conditions of the origin of stage-
towns, the delimitation of their tourist functions in contrast to their other
functions, and the influence of tourism upon their economics, equipment,
appearance and cultural and social life.

The extent of the present paper does not allow us to deal with all the
aspects of the research work in question and makes the author limit herself
enly to sketching the main problems. The town of Aix-en-Provence was chosen
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as an example and the town of Olomouc in Czechoslovakia has been introduced
for comparison.

The decisive condition of existence for such towns is their situation. They
are formed expecially on intersections of important international and domestic
routes connecting big cities and other starting points with the goal regious.

The examination and the results of questionnaires, realized by the Institut
d’Administration d’Entreprises in the University Aix-en-Provence, confronted
with the opinions of motortourists in Czechoslovakia has shown that the most
favourable distance for these places is cca 250 km. E. g. Aix is situated
297 km from Lyon, 248 km from Grenoble, cca 200 km from the Cdéte d’Azur
(Olomouc 250 km from Prague, 280 km from Poprad-High Tatra, 202 km from
Vienna, 239 km Krakéw and 217 km from Katowice). Among the towns in
question the first to develop into stage-towns are those which can offer
besides the basic services (accomodation, board, car-service, shopping, health-
service etc.) also the opportunities of local sight-seeing, culture and enter-
tainment, sports (swimming and bathing), excursions to their surroundings, etc.

The investigation of the extent and share of the tourist functions is more
difficult in stage-towns than in tourist and health resorts. The usual method
of comparing facilities for occassional housing with the number of permanent
residents, called by DEFERT “Taux de fonctions touristiques“ is not enough
for this purpose, because the capacity of occasional housing often includes
plenty of beds, occupied by long-term recreation (weekend-houses, boarding-
houses, etc.). This distorting factor can be eliminated by using the indicator
of tourist capacity (capacité d’accueil} so that instead of the total capacity
of occasional housing only the beds for free tourist traffic are taken into
consideration (minus beds in curative houses in spas, in recreational houses
owned by the Trade Unions, enterprises, various organizations, private weekend-
houses, etc). Nevertheless, this indicator does not suffice to express tourist
functions in the stage-towns and more supplementary investigation must be
made, e. g. at Aix:

a) the evidence of statistically not registered occasional housing,

b) the questionnaire in hotels, auto-campings and at the shops, concerning
especially the composition of their customers, their permanent residences,
their opinions on conditions for tourism in stage towns, duration of the
season, etc.,

c) the evidence of cars, coming from the other departments outside Départe-
ment Bouches-du-Rhone,

d) the comparison of results with the numbers and routes of cars passing
on the days in question during the high tourist season and in the other seasons
of the year.

Only by confronting these separate findings is it possible to evaluate the
importance of tourism in a stage-town.

As the growth of tertiary activities is one of the general consequences of
the development of tourism, it can be considered one of the indicators of the
share of tourism in the economic structure of the town. This can better be
seen if compared with the social structure of towns of similar categories,
but without any tourist functions. Aix-was was compared with Poitiers in the
département Vienne, lying outside the main tourist areas. For comparison we
first considered the share of shops with commodities consumed by tourists
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(drinks, some foodstuffs, cigarettes, journals, post-cards, car-accessories, sou-
venirs) and of restaurants in the whole network of shops and services. At Aix
these enterprises are 33 % more frequent than at Poitiers. Thus Aix can dispose
of a more developed network of shops with commodities consumed not only
by the inhabitants but also by tourists. This shows the extent to which tourism
may influence retail trade. This finding was verified by a public inquiry at the
enterprises in both towns.

One of the special manifestations of the influence of tourism in stage-places
is that the growth of permanent facilities for occasional housing lags behind
the real need for accomodation in the high tourist season. This fact can be well
demonstrated on the example of Aix, because the high season is very distinct
here. It represents a period of two months (15th July—15th September) with
the peak in August. A smaller increase comes in the period of the Easter
Holidays. The capacity of hotel accomodation represents about 1900 beds
that in the other seasons of the year are occupied to 40—60 %. In the high
season the number of beds increases by about 10 thousand in private houses,
in student-hostels, auto-campings, lodging-houses; the woccupation of hotels
grows up to 90 %. The relatively low occupation of the hotel beds shows
that their capacity, except in periods of peak seasons, is too high and its
further rise is out of question. Conversely, even the six times greater number
of tourist-beds in full season cannot satisfy the demand. Further building
is restrained because of the economic problems how to make use of this
accomodation capacity all year round. This leads to an increased establishing
of camping or caravansites in the nearer as well as the more remote sur-
Toundings of the stage-towns, and to unregistered accomodation in spaces
not reserved for this purpose, sleeping in cars etc.

The effort to use the accomodation capacity, the well developed network
of tertiary activities and the expenses invested into the infrastructure of the
stage-towns sparks the tendency of creating the conditions for turning stage-
towns in goal towns, viz. by organizing exhibitions, fairs, festivals, congresses,
etc. At Aix, there is the International Mozart Festival (held since 1948 in the
period from about 9th—31st July), a carnival organized each February, mostly
for the inhabitants of Provence, the ‘‘Gastronomic-weeks“, also organized in
the winter-season for the same clients as the carnival and various congresses.
Thus Aix becomes after Paris the most visited Congress-town for the congresses
and symposia with a number of delegates up to 400. Similar tendences appear
in Olomouc in connection with the. organization of the flower-exhibitions
“FLORA“ that have grown during the 18 years of their existence into national
exhibitions with international participation and the organization of congresses,
originally as a consequence of the scientific activity. of the University of
Olomouc.

Thus accomodation capacity is useful even in the remaining seasons of the
year, moreover the publicity and attractability of the stage-town increases
and the directions of routes passing through this place become more stabilized.
The establishment of such traditions is one of the most required objectives
of the concrete tourist-policy of every stage-town. By comparing the results
of research obtained in highly developed tourist countries with those from
countries where the tourist expansion has only begun we can formulate some
hypotheses for further development and to verify them.

.
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The results of the present research made it possible to draw only preliminary
conclusions. There remains the need to increase and establish further statistical
indicators of tourism, to unify and simplify public inquiries, to extend the
choice of the representative samples with regard to the regional aspects
and to include a greater number of geographers and economists and of
research centres as well.

Therefore the author relies upon narrow coordination of the further economic
geographical research with French geographers, especially in the University
of Aix-en-Provence and on its extension to other research centres abroad.
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Résumé

ETAPOVE MESTO JAKO ZVLASTNI TYP MESTSKYCH FUNKCI

Z vyzkumil v oboru cestovniho ruchu se geografie zabyvala dosud ponejvice studiem
oblasti vyhledavanych nav$tdvniky, tj. oblasti cilov§ch (POSER, DEFERT, KLOPPER,
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LESZCZYCKI, VEYRET a desitky jinych autor). Teprve v posledni dob& se objevuji
i prace studujici oblasti vysilajici (napf¥. CRIBIER].

Oblastem nebo mistim tranzitnim v8ak v geografickych pracich pozornost dosud
vénovdna nebyla. Autorka proto zaméfila svilj zdjem k této dosud opomijené proble-
matice. Studovala ji na pfikladu stfedni Moravy v souvislosti s Kritikou oficidlni ra-
jonizace CSSR. PFi studijnim pobytu ve Francii provedla paralelni srovnani s tranzitni
oblasti Provence. Vyzkum se tykal zejména studia prFedpokladd vzniku etapovych mést,
stanoveni podilu turistickych funkci na ostatnich funkcich téchto mést a vlivu ces-
tovniho ruchu na jejich ekonomiku, vybaveni, vzhled i kulturni a spolefensky Zivot.

V publikované stati se autorka omezuje jen na letmé naznaCeni hlavnich problémd.
Jako pfiklad voli mésto Aix-en-Provence ve Francii a v nékterych pfipadech pro srov-
nani Olomouc na stfedni Moravé. Pokud jde o pfedpoklady vzniku etapovych mést, je
rozhodujici jejich poloha. PP mototuristice spojené s kulturné poznédvaci &innosti lze
za optimélni vzdalenost etap pokladat 250 km.

K uréeni rozsahu a podilu turistickych funkci v etapovych méstech nesta¢i vyjadieni
jen podilem ubytovaci kapacity pfechodného ubytovani na pocétu trvale usidleného
obyvatelstva, ale je tfeba provést rfadu dil¢ich Set¥eni. Jde zejména o soupis statisticky
nepodchyceného pfechodného ubytovani, anketu v hotelich, autotdbofiStich a u obchod-
nikd, tykajici se zejména skladby klientely a jeji geografické provenience, sezénnosti
a trvani turistické sozoény, nézord na vyuZivdni predpokladi etapového mista pro
cestovni ruch atd., zjistovani obratu cizich motorovych vozidel a registrace provenience
podle znadek, porovnéni vysledkdl s frekvenénimi daty projiZdéni motorovych vozidel
v censovnich dnech, a to jak v sezéné&, tak i v dob& mezisez6énni. Teprve vzdjemnou
konfrontaci té&chto dil¢ich zjiSténi lze do urc€ité miry posoulit turisticky vyznam eta-
pového mésta.

Vzhledem k tomu, Ze jednim z cbecnych disledk plsobeni cestovniho ruchu je rist
tercidrnich &innosti, 1ze za jeden z instruktivnich ukazateld kvantitativnitho rastu vy-
znamu turismu v etapovych méstech pokladat rist jpodilu tercidrnich &innosti na ves-
keré aktivit& jejich obyvatelstva.

Jednim ze specidlnich projevi vlivu cestovniho ruchu v etapovych méstech je zpoZ-
dovani ristu stdlych kapacit prechodného ubytovani za potfebou ve Spickovém obdobi.
Tento nedostatek se fe$i pfedevSsim zfizovdnim autocampingl. Naopak snaha vyuZivat
ubytovacich kapacit, rozvinuté a kvalitni sité tercidrnich €innosti i investiénich nékladd,
vloZenych do infrastruktury etapovych mést, i mimo sezénu mda za néasledek wvznik
tendence vytvaret v etapovych méstech piedpoklady i pro takové formy cestovniho
ruchu, pfi nichZ by se tato mista stdvala misty cilovymi. Je to piedevSim poifddani
vystav, veletrhdi, festivall, kongresd atd. Tim dochézi nejen k vyuZivdni kapacit mimo
sezbnu, ale zvySuje se téZ znadmost a tim i pFitaZlivost etapového mista a dochéazi
ke stabilizovdni smérl cestovniho ruchu jim prochézejicich.

Vysledky prizkumid umoZnily &init zavéry jen predb&Zné. Ukazuje se nutnost dpravy
a rozdifeni poctu statistickych ukazateli cestovniho ruchu. sjednoceni a zjednoduSeni
programu anket, rozSifeni vybéru reprezentacnich vzorkd pocdle oblastnich hledisek
a zapojeni vétSiho po&tu ekonomickych i geografickych pracovist a pracovnikid. Srov-
nani vysledki vyzkumu v zemich s vysoce rozvinutym cestovnim ruchem a v zemich,
které jsou teprve na prahu turistické expanze, umoZiiuje formulaci uréitych hypotéz
dalsiho vyvoje pro zemé& na polatku rczvoje a pro zemé s vysokym stupném rozvoje
turismu.
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