CTIBOR VOTRUBEC

GEOGRAPHICAL PROBLEMS OF BUILDING TOWNS
AND WORKERS’ SETTLEMENTS
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

In Czechoslovakia are 3,930 000 dwellings, of which 125000 were built
in last two years (1958—1959). In next ten years (1960—1970) will be
built 1,075 000 dwellings and in this way the housing problem should be sol-
ved, even though the population is constantly growing. It is necessary:

1) to assure good conditions for this building. Map No 1 above shows the
repartition of larger cement-works with a production of 100 000 tons and more

Cement-works in 1930 and 1959 with production 100 000 tons and more a year. Shaded-
works in construction. The radius — means a medium transport distance of cement in Czecho-
slovakia.

Cementarny v roce 1930 a 1959 s vyrobou 100000t a vice cementu roéné. Srafované —
cementarny ve vystavbé. Kruhy u cementiren — primérni pfepravni vzdilenost cementu
v CSR.

LlemeuTtneie zasoant B 1930 r. u 1959 r. ¢ momHocThio Gosee 100 ThIC. T LeMeHTa (3awWTpH-
XOBaHHbBIe NMpPeANPHHTHS — CTPOSILIHECS).
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in 1930. The map below shows this repartition of larger cement-works nowadays,
when 4,74 millions tons were being produced in 1959. In the last eight years
new larger cement-works were built in East Bohemia (Prachovice), in Moravia
(Hranice), in Central and East Slovakia (Banska Bystrica, Bystré). In con-
struction are cement-works at Lochkov near Prague, Velkd Hydc¢ice in South-
West Bohemia and Turna in East Slovakia. Preparatory work is being done on
the construction of cement-works at the foot of Pavlov-Hills in South Moravia
and of another near Brno. Map No 2 shows the repartion of limekilns. Above:
1930; below: today. In the 1930 Slovakia had no limekilns with production
exceeding 10 000 tons a year. Nowadays country’s biggest limekilns are situated
right in Slovakia. Map No 3 shows the spatial distribution of brick-kilns. The
largest are in South Moravia and near Prague, Brno and Bratislava. Map No 4
shows the repartition of prefab plants. This series of maps shows some mate-
rial conditions of new building in Czechoslovakia.

1930

Limekilns in 1930 and 1959. 1 — 10—20000 tons; 2 — 20—30000 tons; 3 — 30— 60 000
tons; 4 — 60000 and more tons a year.

Vipenky v roce 1930 a 1959. 1 — 10-20000 t; 2 — 20—30000 t; 3 — 30—60000 t;
4 — nad 60000 t vapna rocné.

HsBectkoBbie 3aBoabl B 1930 r. u 1959 r.
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2) to have good repartition in building. The greater part of housing-settle-
ment building should be in regions where there is most building in the Czecho-
slovak republic, that is in regions of Ostrava and Most and in other centers of
heavy industry. (See: C. Votrubec, Der Anteil des natiirlichen Bevolkerungs-
zuwachses und der Migration am Wachstum der Stidte der CSR. Geograficky
dasopis. Bratislava 1959.) Town building has been closely connected with the
development of industrial production. The fastest growing cities, where heavy-
industry has developed, are in region of Ostrava, Martin, Dubnica, Ostrov, Pfi-
bram and Most. There has been a great increase in population of hlgher ad-
ministrative centers (regional towns).

3) to allocate the building in proper settlement-types and in good localities.
Construction will be a continuation of existing settlements. In villages (4/5 of
communities in Czechoslovakia with 36 % of population of the state) the build-
ing is relatively small. The centre of building is in towns and workers’ settle-
ments. Czechoslovakia is a country with a very dense network of villages
and small towns (to 15000 inhab.). That depends wupon the history of
industrialization. The urbanization in Czechoslovakia has interesting characte-
ristics. In contrast to many other countries the growth of large cities has been
relativelly slow in Czechoslovakia. For instance an extraordinarily slow increase
has taken place in Prague and similarly in the second largest city of the Re-
public, Brno. On the other hand the small towns (8 to 30000 inhab.) are
growing up very quickly. The reason is, that the Government has been intent on
more equal repartition of production and population and of living-standards.
The town quarters are very densely built up and the buildings are often of
historical value; for this reason the next building should be located, for instance,
on the penphery of towns on vacant spaces (nearly 40 000 ha should be taken
out of agricultural productlon)

Brick-kilns 1959. 1 — 5—7 millions; 2 — 7,1—10 millions; 3 — 10,1—15 millions; 4 —
15,1—25 millions; 5 — 25,1 and more millions bricks a year.

Cihelny 1959. 1 — 5—7 mil. cihel; 2 — 7,1—10 mil;; 3 — 10,1—15 mil.; 4 — 15,1 az
25 mil.; 5 — nad 25 mil. cihel roéné.

KuprnuyHble 3aBOABL.
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In the Ostrava region a new quarter, Poruba, has been built and has at
present 22 000 inhab., an entirely new socialist town of Havifov with a present
population of 32 000 and new quarters Stalingrad an Bélsky Les on the outskirts
of Ostrava. Most house building in the brown-coal region of Ore Mountains
(Krusné Hory) is concentrated in Most, Litvinov and Jirkov, in the Karlovy
Vary region in Ostrov (present population 13 000 inhab., 2852 inhab. in 1939,
2746 inhab. in 1950). In the last two years Kladno, a metallurgical centre,
had an increase of 1000 inhab., the same increase had Mlad4 Boleslav. As a re-
sult of ore mining the town of Pfibram is relativelly the fastest growing town in
the Republic and has about 21 000 inhab.; in the las two years it has increased
by 4400 inhabitants. In the region of Czech-Moravian Highlands the town of
Zdar grew from 4500 inhab. in 1950 to 10 000 inhabitants today, it is a new
centre of engineering and foundry plants. In Central Slovakia near new alumi-
niummetallurgy plants the settlement of Ziar grew from 1500 inhab. in 1950, to
14 000 inhab. today, and from July 1960 it is the seat of the county-administra-
tion for the historical mining-towns of Bansk4d Stiavnica and Kremnica too.
A great growth has taken place in recent years in the communities of Prievidza
(12 000 inhab.), Dubnica (11 500 inhab.), Humenné (10500 inhab.) and
Strazske. The metropoly of East Slovakia — Ko§ice — is entering on a new phase
in connection with building the most modern iron-works in Czechoslovakia.

Prefab plants 1959. 1 — 5—10000; 2 — 10—20000; 3 — 20—40000; 4 — 40001 and
more m° a year,

Vyrobny prefabrikata 1959. 1 — 5—10000 m®; 2 — 10—20000; 3 — 20—40000; 4 —
nad 40001 m® prefabrikiti roéné.

ITpeanpuATHS MO NPOH3BOJCTBY noJycdabpHKaTOB.

The important type in Czechoslovakia are workers’ settlements, i. e. commu-
nities in which working classes are in the majority and where at least 65 %
of the population have their wages or salaries. In a wide sense we use
the term workers’ settlements to denote former agricultural communities, which
either in their own industrialization or in industrialization of the neighbourhood
have lost their original agricultural character and whose composition of popu-
lation today resembles rather to towns than villages, nevertheless the character
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of building of workers’ settlements remains semi-agricultural. The workers’
community is typical of an intensively urbanised country The type of workers
settlement includes many different forms, ranging from “night-shelters* in city
surroundings to central commuunities in small industrialised districts. In Cze-
choslovakia there are more than 2,000 workers’ settlements in all (especially in
Czech Lands) in which about 22 % of the population live:

Number of Percentage of total population*)  in
Cities = Workers’ Rural ‘ Cities  Workers’ = Rural

/ Settlements Settlements
Czechoslovakia 412 2242 11,716 41,7 21,6 36,5
Czech Lands 292 1798 8,948 46,2 23,6 30,0
Slovakia 120 444 2,768 29,9 16,5 53,3

*) The table does not include Spas in which live 0,2 % of the populatidn in Czechoslova-
kia, and 0,3 % in Slovakia.

The type of workers’ settlement is in fact a conglomerate, but an important
one, and we intend to maintain it. The policy of decentralization supports this
type. Workers settlements are properly speaking cities, but not fully developed
ones as far as the number of inhabitants, cultural and technical facilities etc. are
concerned. The type of workers’ settlement is not a transitional type which ari-
ses, but it is a type relativelly permanent which in spec1f1c economic conditions
could be stabilised as independent.

So far the interest of geographers as a whole has been little’ concerned with
the type of workers’ settlement. In Czechoslovakia we are beginning with field-
studies of this type. This is important since.the. workers’ communities are a com-
paratively constant tvpe of settlement which is characteristic not only of Czecho-
slovakia, but also of other urbanised and industrialised countries of Europe.
The other reason why .workers’ settlements should be studied is, that this type
goes through important transitions. These are reasons why I.propose to pav great
attention to workers’ ‘settlements and to organize geograph1ca1 fleld studies of
workers’ settlements in European Countries.

Department of Economic Geography
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, Prague.

ZEMEPISNE PROBLEMY SPOJENE S.VYSTAVBOU MEST A DELNICKYCH OBCI V CSR

V nastivajicich deseti letech se v CSR postavi 1,075000 bytd (dnes je jich 3,930 000)
a tak i p#i vzristajicim poétu obyvatel se vyfesi bytovy problém. Ukol vyzaduje:

1. zajistit vhodné vyrobni predpoklady pro vystavbu. Znalost surovinové zakladny se pod-
statné rozsifila a kapacna stavebnich zdvodd se zvétsila (viz mapky).

2. stanovit sprivné oblastni proporce pro vystavbu. Stavebni primysl CSR zlepil po 2. své-
tové valce své rozmisténi, jak ukazuji mapky. PfevdZnd ¢4st bytové vystavby jz soustfedéna
v oblastech nejvétsiho budovani, tj. na Slovensku, na Ostravsku, na Mostecku a v rychle rostou-
cich méstech s tézkym primyslem. Tak tomu bude i v p#istich-letech.

3. umistit vystavbu do spravnych mist (z hlediska typu sidla i mikropolohy). Pfi vystavbé
se navazuje na existujici sidelni dtvary.

Ve vesnickych sidlech (*/s obci CSR) je vystavba pomérné mali. T&zisté vystavby je ve
méstech a v délnickych obcich a urbanizace v CSR ma zajimavou strinku. Velkomésta, tj.
Gtvary ve svété mimofddné rostouci, maji v CSR maly rast (Praha, Brno). Naopak velmi
rychle rostou mensi a mald mésta (s 8—30000 obyv.), a to proto, Ze vlada usiluje o rovno-
mérnéj3i rozmisténi vyroby i obyvatelstva a o zrovnomérnéni Zivotni Grovné lidu. Vyznamné jsou
délnické obce, tj. v Sirokém slova smyslu byvalé zemédélské obcs, které vlastni industrializaci
nebo industrializaci v okoli ztratily piivodni zemédélsky riz a sloze!mm svého obyvatelstva
(alespoit 65 % obyv. je odkidzino na mzdu nebo plat a pfevladi délnictvo) jsou -daleko bliZ
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méstu nez vesnici. Stavebni rdz v§ak zistiva polovenkovsky. Jde o sidelni prvek silné urbani-
gované krajiny, v némZ je zahrnuta celd fada forem, od sidel na obvodu velkych mést
a% po obce stfediskového postaveni v méné primyslovych oblastech. Celkem je v . CSR pfes
2000 délnickych obci, které chceme zachovat, nebot decentralizaéni politika povaZuje za wcelné
tento typ podporovat. Vlastné jde -0 mésta, jeZ nejsou plné vyvinuta velikosti a kulturnim
i inZenyrskym vybavenim. Typ délnickych obci neni pfechodny, ktery by vznikal rozristanim
mést a zanikdnim vesnic, nybri je to typ relativné staly, ktery v urcitych hospodafskych pod-
minkdch by mél byt stabilisovin jako samostatny.

Dosud se délnickym obcim vénovala ve svétové zemépisné literatufe jen mald pozornost.
V CSR je jejich studium dilezité proto, ze jsou svéraznym a relativné trvalym sidelnim typem,
kter)’( je charakteristicky nejen pro CSR, ale i pro jiné vyznamné urbanizované a industrializo-
vané evropske zemd. Dalsi divod, proé by mély byt studovény, je ten, ze délnické obce pro-
déldvaji vyznamné piemény ve své tvafnosti. Zemépisny prizkum delmckych obci v ruznych
evropskych zemich by mél byt zorganizovan.

FEOTPA®HUYECKHE TIPOBJIEMBI, CBJ3AHHBLIE CO CTPOMTEJILCTBOM ’
roroJoB M PABOYHMX IIOCEJIKOB B UCP -

B nocnenyromee pecstuierve B UCP 6Gyper moctpoeno 1075000 xBaptHp (B Hacrosiiee
BpeMss uXx HacuuThiBaercsi 3 930 000), uTo paspewtut npo6aeMy KHJIHILHOTO CTPOHTEJbCTBA
M IIpH yyeTe pocTa HaceJeHHWsi. 3ajaHue Tpebyert:

1. O6ecneuuts Heobxodumeie npou3BOICTSEHHbLE NPEINOCHLAKY a/m crpourenscrsa. Cripbe-
Basi 6a3a 3HAUHTENBLHO PACUIHPHIACD, YBeJHUHIACH TPOH3BOHMTEILHOCTb CTPOUTEbHRIX Mpea-
NPUATHH (CM. KapTel).

2. Yeranosute npagusvHele mexco6AGCTHbIE NPONOpYUU 8 CTpoutesscTse. Kak NOKasbl-
BAalOT KapTe, pasMellleHHe CTPOUTEJbHON NPOMBILIJIEHHOCTH Iocje 2-0f MHPOBOH BOHHEI
B UCP 3nayurtenbHO yayumimiaoch. OCHOBHAsi YacTb JKUJIMIIHOIO CTPOHTENBCTBA COCPELOTO-
yeHa B oG6sacTsiXx HauGoJbLIero CTPOHTENbCTBA, H HMerHo: B CuoBakuu, B OcTpaBcko#
H MocTeukofi ofnacTax, a Takxe B OBICTPO Pa3BHBAIOIINXCA TOPOAAX C TSKeJOH MpPOMBILI-
JIEHHOCTbI0. DTO XapakTepHO M Jjs Oynayiiero.

3. OcyujecTenars cTpouTeAbCT8O 6 NPABUALHO 6bI6panHbLY MecTax (C TOUKH 3peHHs THNA
TOCe/IeHHs. H er0 MHKponosoxenHst). OBBIYHO NPH FOBOM CTPOHTEILCTBE ONMMPAIOTCS HA YXKe
cyiectByoue Gopmpl noceenuil. B cenbcxkux mocenenusx (4/5 nocenenuit UCP) crpon-
TeJbCTBO HeBesHKo. OCHOBHOE CTPOHTEJBLCTBO OCYIIECTBJSETCS B ropojax M. pabodHx -nocedt-
Kax, npuueM yp6anusauhs B UCP xapakrtepHayercst HeKOTOPHIMH OocoGeHHOCTSIMH. KpymHble
ropona, IJsi KOTOPHX BO BCeM MHpe XxapakTeperi OwicTpuiii poct, B UCP pactyr mano
(Ilpara, Bpuo). HaoGopor, cpenuue H HeGoabuine ropoma (8—30 Teic KuTeMeil) pasBH-
BalOTCs OLICTPO, YTO BLI3BAHO TOMHTHKOH NpPaBHTENbCTBA, 3aKiiouawmollelics B paBHOMEePHOM
pa3MelleHMY TPOH3BOJACTBA M HacesdeHHs. JIOBOJNILHO pacnpocTpaHeEHBIM THIOM Toce-
senuii B UCP sBasoorcs paoude TOCENKH, KOTODHIE - BO3HMKJAU MNVTEM HHAYCTpHAJH-
3aLUH OKPYKEHHSI Ha MeCTe CeJbCKHX TNocesfeHHH. TaKHe MocesqeHHsT HO THIY JesTellb-
HOCTH HacesJeHust (65 % uB8T Ha' 3apmiaTy M SBJHIOTCS B OCHOBHOM paGounmn)
ropasno OJHxKe K TFOPOLY, YeM K CeJIbCKHM IOCeJieHHsIM. XapakKreD 3acTpPofKu B 3THX moce-
JIEHHSIX HOCHMT CJie[lbl KaK TOPOACKOIO, TaK M CeJbCKOro mnocesienusi. B stom ciayuae peub
HIeT, 06 dJeMeHTe 3HAYATEJbHO HHIYCTPHATH3HPOBAHHOTO JaHAmMA(DTA, B KOTOPOM COCPelo-
TOYeHH! Psii (OPM, HAUMHAA .HACENEHHBIA MYHKT HA OKpauHe KPYIHBIX TOPOAOB H KOHUasl T0-
CeJieHHSIMH HMEIOWHX XapakTep LeHTpa B 06/aacTsiX €O ¢1aGo Pa3BHTON NPOMBIILAEHHOCTHIO.

B uenoM B UCP mmeercst cBoille 2 ThIC, paGouYHX TNOCEJKOB, KOTOPble GYAYT COXPaHEHHI,
T. K. TIPH OCYLIECTBJIEHHH IeUeHTPAJH3alHU TaKo# THN sBJseTcs -HauGoJee MNOAXOLSLIHM.
Takue nocesenysi, Mo CYLIECTBY SBJSIOTCS TOPOAaMH CO €1aG0 Pa3BHTOH CeTbio HHXEHEPHBIX
coopyxenuil. PaGoune nocesenusi He SIBJASIOTCS NePeXOXHLIM THIIOM, KOTOPOH BO3HHKAeT
67arogapst paclIMPeHMIO TopoJa HJIM OTMHPAHHIO JAepeBeHb, 3TO OTHOCHTEJILHO YCTOHYMBAIH
THI, KOTOPBIH IIpH ONpellesIeHHHX 3KOEOMHYECKUX VYCJOBUSX MOr Obl CYILUECTBORATH Kak
CaMOCTOSITeIbHBIH.

B MupoBoii reorpaguueckoft JuTepaType- paGouMM IOCeTeHHSIM YAeASI0Ch OUYeHb MaJo
BauManusi. B UCP ux’ u3dydeHue SIBJSIETCS OUYeHb BaXKHBIM, T. K. 31eCb OHH SIBJISIOTCS
CBOGOOPA3HEIM ¥ OTHOCHTEJIHO YCTOMYHMBEIM THIIOM . [IOCEJIHHI, KOTODHIAi XapaKTepeH He
Tonbko g YCP, HO W 1/ APYrdX NPOMBIULJIEHHO Pa3BHTHIX eBPONefiCKUX TocynapcTs.
Pa6oune. nocesenyss SBJASIOTCS MHTEPECHBIMH ellle H NOTOMY, UTO MOCTOSIHHO H3MEHSIOTCS.
Heo6xonumMo 6b110 6 oprani3oBath MX reorpadguuyeckoe H3yueHHe B esponeucrmx rocynap-
CTBax.
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