
CTIBOR VOTRUBEC 

GEOGRAPHICAL PROBLEMS OF BUILDING TOWNS 
AND WORKERS' SETTLEMENTS 

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
In Czechoslovakia are 3,930 000 dwellings, of which 125 000 were built 

in last two years (1958 - 1959) . In next ten years (1960 -1970) will be 
built 1,075 000 dwellings and in this way the housing problem should be sol­
ved, even though the population is constantly growing. It is necessary: 

1) to assure good conditions for this building. Map No 1 above shows the 
repartition of larger cement-works with a production of 100 000 tons and more 

Cement-works in 1930 and 1959 with production 100 000 tons and more a year . Shaded­
works in construction. The radius - means a medium transport distance of cement in Czecho­
slovakia. 

Cementarny v roce 1930 a 1959 s vyrobou 100000 t a vice cementu rocne. Srafovane -
cementarny ve vYstavbe. Kruhy u cementaren - prumerna prepravni vzdalenost cementu 
v CSR. . 
lleMeHTHbl e 3aBOJI.bI B 1930 r . H 1959 r. C MOlUHOCTblO 60JIee 100 TbIC. T ueMe HTa (3awTpII­

XOBaHHble npeJI.nplHITIIH - CTPOHll(HCCH). 
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in 1930. The map below shows this repartition of larger cement-works nowadays, 
when 4,74 millions tons were being produced in 1959. In the last eight years 
new larger cement-works were built in East Bohemia (Prachovice), in Moravia 
(Hranice), in Central and East Slovakia (Banska Bystrica, Bystre). In con­
struction are cement-works at Lochkov near Prague, Velka Hydcice in South­
West Bohemia and Turna in East Slovakia. Preparatory work is being done on 
the construction of cement-works at the foot of Pavlov-Hills in South Moravia 
and of another near Brno. Map No 2 shows the repartion of limekilns. Above: 
1930; below: today. In the 1930 Slovakia had no limekilns with production 
exceeding 10000 tons a year. Nowadays country's biggest limekilns are situated 
right in Slovakia. Map No 3 shows the spatial distribution of brick-kilns. The 
largest are in South Moravia and near Prague, Brno and Bratislava. Map No 4 
shows the repartition of prefab plants. This series of maps shows some mate­
rial conditions of new building in Czechoslovakia. 
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Limekilns in 1930 and 1959. 1 _ . 10-20000 tons; 2 - 20 - 30000 tons; 3 - 30-60000 
Ions; 4 - 60000 and more Ions a year. 

Vapenky v roce 1930 a 1959. 1 - 10-'-20000 t; 2 - 20- 30000 t; 3 - 30-60000 I; 
4 - nad 60000 I vapna roene. 

113BecT,KOBbl e 3aBO.!lbl B 1930 r. II 1959 r . 
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2) to have good repartition in building. The greater part of housing-settle­
ment building should be in regions where there is most building in the Czecho­
slovak republic, that is in regions of Ostrava and Most and in other centers of 
heavy industry. (See: C. Votrubec, Der Anteil des natiirlichen Bevolkerungs­
zuwachses und der Migration am Wachstum der Stiidte der CSR. Geograficky 
casopis. Bratislava 1959. ) Town bUilding has been closely connected with the 
development of industrial production. The fastest growing cities, where heavy­
industry has developed, are in region of Ostrava, Martin, Dubnica, Ostrov, Pi'i­
bram and Most. There has been a great increase in population of higher ad-
ministrative centers (regional towns) . . 

3) to ,allocate the building in proper settlement-types and in good localities. 
Construction wiil be a continuation of existing settlements .' In villages (4/5 of 
communities in Czechoslovakia with 36 % of population of the state) the build­
ing is relatively small. The centre of building is in towns and workers' settle­
ments . Czechoslovakia is a country with a very dense network of Villages 
and small towns (to 15 000 inhab.). That depends upon the history of 
industrialization. The urbanization in Czechoslovakia has interes1ing characte­
ristics . In contrast to many other countries the growth of large cities has been 
relativelly slow in Czechoslovakia. For instance an extraordinarily slow increase 
has taken place in Prague and similarly in the second largest city of the R e­
public, Brno. On the other hand the small towns (8 to 30 000 inhab.) are 
growing up very quickly. The reason is, that the Government has been intent on 
more equal repartition of production and population and of living:'standards. 
The town quarters are very densely built up and the buildings are often of 
historical value; for this reason the next building should be located, for instance, 
on the periphery of towns on vacant spaces (nearly 40 000 ha should be taken 
out of agricult~ral production). 
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Brick-kilns 1959.1 - 5-7 millions; 2 - 7,1-10 millions; 3 - 10,1- 15 millions; 4 
15,1-25 millions; 5 - 25,1 and more millions bricks a year. 

Cihelny 1959. 1 - 5-7 mil. cihel; 2 - 7,1-10 mil. ; 3 - 10,1-15 mil.; 4 ' - 15,1 az 
25 mil.; 5 - nad 25 mil. cihel roene. 

KHpnH4Hble 3aBO)lbl. 
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In the Ostrava region a new quarter, Poruba, has been built and has at 
present 22 000 inhab., an entirely new socialist town of Havifov with a present 
population of 32 000 and new quarters Stalingrad an Belsky Les on the outskirts 
of Ostrava. Most house building in the brown-coal region of Ore Mountains 
(Krusne Hory) is concentrat.ed in Most, Litvinov and Jirkov; in the Karlovy 
Vary region in Ostrov (present population 13 000 inhab. , 2852 inhab. in 1939, 
2746 inhab. in 1950) . In the last two years Kladno, a metallurgical centre, 
had an increase of 1000 inhab., the same increase had Mlada Boleslav. As a re­
sult of ore mining the town of Pfibram is relativelly the fastest growing town in 
the Republic and has about 21000 inhab.; in t,he las two years it has increased 
by 4400 inhabitants. In the region of Czech-Moravian Highlands the town of 
Zdar grew from 4500 inhab. in 1950 to 10 000 inhabitants today, it is a new 
centre of engineering and foundry plants . In Central Slovakia near new alumi­
niummetallurgy plants the settlement of Ziar grew from 1500 inhab. in 1950, to 
14 000 inhab. today, and from July 1960 it is the seat of the county-administra­
tion for the historical mining-towns of Banska Stiavnica and Kremnica too. 
A great growth has taken place in recent years in the communities of Prievidza 
(12 000 inhab. ), Dubnica (11500 inhab.), Humenne (10 500 inhab.) and 
Straiske. The metropoly of East Slovakia - Kosice - is entering on a new phase 
in connection with building the most modern iron-works in Czechoslovakia. 
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Prefab plants 1959 . 1 - 5-10 000; 2 - 10-20000; 3 - 20 - 40 000; 4 - 40001 and 
more m3 a year. 

Vyrobny prefabrikatu 1959. 1 - 5- 10000 m3 ; 2 - 10-20000; 3 - 20-40000; 4 -
nad 40001 m3 prefabrikatu roene. 

ITpeJl nplUITHH no npOH3BO/lCTBY nOJIy<!>a6pHKaToB. 

The important type in Czechoslovakia are workers' settlements, i. e. commu­
nities in which working classes are in the majority and where at least 65 % 
of the population have their wages or salaries. In a wide sense we use 
the term workers' settlements to denote former agricultural communities , which 
either in their own industrialization or in industrialization of the neighbourhood 
have lost their original agricultural character and whose composition of popu­
lation today resembles rather to towns than villages , nevertheless the character 
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of building of workers' settlements remaim semi-agricultural. The workers' 
community is typical of an intensively urbanised country. The type of workers' 
settlement includes many different forms, ranging from "night-sheltl;rs" in city 
surroundings to central communities, in small industrialised districts. In Cze­
choslovakia there are more than 2,000 workers' 3ettlements in all (especially in 
Cze~h Lands) in which about 22 % of the population live: 

Number of Percentage of total population *) in 
Cities Workers' Rural Cities' Workers' Rural 

Settlements ' Settlements 

Czechoslovakia 412 2242 11,716 41,7 21,6 36,5 
Czech Lands 292 1798 8,948 46,2 23,6 30,0 

Slovakia 120 444 2,768 29,9 16,5 ' 53,3 

*) The table does not include Spas in which live 0,2 % of the population in Czech,oslova­
kia, and, 0,3 % in Slovakia. 

The type of workers' settlement is in "fact a conglomerate, but an important 
one, and we intend to maintain it. The policy of decentralization supports this 
type. Workers settlements are properly speaking cities, but not fully developed 
ones as far as the number of inhabitants, cultural and technical facilities etc. are 
concerned. The type of workers' settlement is not a transitional type which ari· 
ses, but it is a type relativelly permanent which in specific economic conditions 
could be stabilised as independent. " 

So far the interest of geographers as a whole h~~ been little' concerned with 
the type of workers' liettlement. In Cze~h,oslovakia we are beginning with field­
studies of this type. "~his is importafI1: sirlc~the. workers' communities are a com­
paratively constant tv-pe of settlement which is characteristic hot- only of Czecho­
slovakia, but also of other urbanised and industriali"sed countries of Europe. 
The other reason why/ workers' settlem~nts should be studied is, that this type 
goes throughimportani transitions. The'~e are reasons why I"propose to pay great 
attention to workers" settlements and to orgltnize geographical field "studies of 
workers' settlements in EuroPean Countries. ",' " 

," Department of ,Economic Geography 
Czechoslovak Academy 'of Sciences, Prague. 

ZEMEPISNt PROBLEMY SPOJENE S, VYSTAVBOU M:E:ST A DELNIC~YCH OBCt V CSR 

V nastavajicich deseti letech' se v CSR po~tavi 1,075000 byru (dnes je jich 3,930000) 
a tak i pH vzriistajicim poctu obyvatel se, vyresi bytovy problem. Okol vybduje: 

1. zajistit vhodne vyrobn~ predpoklady pro vYstavbu. Znalost surovinove zakladny se pod­
statne rozsifila a kapacita stavebnich zavodii se zve,tSila (viz mapky). 

2. stanovit spravne oblastni proporce pro vYstavbu. Stavebni prumysl CSR zlepSil po 2. BVe.­
tove valce sve rozmistani, jak ukazuji mapky. Pfevazna cast bytove vystavby j3 sou,stredena 
v oblastech nejvetsiho budovani. tj. na Slovensku, na Ostravsku, na Mosteclru a v rychlerostou­
cich mestech s tezkym priimyslem. Tak tomu bude j v pfistich· letech. 

3. umistit vystavbu do spravnych mist (z hlediska typu sidla i mikropolohy). PH vystavbe 
se navazuje na existujici sidelni utvary. 

Ve vesnickych sidlech (4/5 obei CSR) je vystavba pomerne mala. TeZiSte vystavby je ve 
mestech a v delnickych obeich a urbanizace v CSR rna zajimavou stranku. Velkomesta: tj. 
utvary ve svete mimoradne rostouci, maji v CSR maly rust (Praha, Bmo). Naopak velmi 
~ychle rostou mensi a mala mesta (s 8- 3Q 000 obyv.), a to proto, ze vlada usiluje 0 rovno­
mernejsi rozmisteni vyroby i obyvatelstva a 0 zrovnomerneni zivotni urovne !idu. Vyznamne jsou 
delnicke obee, tj. v iHrokem slova smyslu byval~ zemooelske obc~, ktere vlastni industrializaci 
nebo industrializad v okoli ztratily piivodni zemediHsky raz a sloZe/nim 8veho obyvatelstva 
(alespoii 65 % obyv. je odklizano na mzdu nebo plat a pfevlada delnictvo) jsou daleko bli~ 
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mestu nez vesnici.. Stavebnl raz vsak zustava polovenkovskY. Jde 0 s.ldelnl prvek silne urbani­
;/:.ovane &raj~ny, v nernZ je zahrnUi1!a cela rada forell\.. od shiel na qbvodu velkych mes! 
az po obce stfediskoveh(> postavenl v mene prumyslovych oblastech. Celkem je v CSR pres 
2 000 delnickych obcl, here chceme zachovat, nebot decentralizacni politika povazuje za ucelne 
tento typ podporovat. Vlastne jde '0' mesta, jeznejsou plnii vyvinuta velikosti a kulturnim 
i inzenyrskym vybavenim. Typ delnickych obc! neili prechodny, ktery by vznikal rozrustanim 
mest a zanikanim vesnic, nybrz je to typ relativne staly, ktery v urcitych hospodarskych pod­
mlnkach by mel byt stabilisovan jako samostatny. 

Dosud se delnickjrn obcim venovala ve svetove zemepisne literature jen mala pozornost. 
V CSR je jejich studium diileZite proto, ze jsou sveraznym a relativne trvalym sidelnlm typem, 
ktery je charakteristicky nejen pro CSR, ale i pro jine vyznamne urbanizovane a industrializo­
vane evropske zeme. DalSi diivod, proc by meIy byt studovany, je ten, ze delnicke cipce pro­
delavaji vyznamne premeny ve sve tvarnosti. Zemepisny priizkum delnickych obcl v riiznych 
evropskych zemich by mel byt zorg;mizovan. . 

rEOrPA<I>I14ECKI1E TIPOBJIEMbI, CB5I3AHHbIE CO CTPOI1TEJIbCTBOM 
rOPO)lOB I1 PABOYI1X TIOCEJIKOB B 4CP 

B IIOCJleAYlOlIlee AeOHTHJleTHe B 4CP 6YAeT IIOCTpOeHo 1 075000 KBapTHp {B lIaCTOHlIlee 
BpeMli HX HaClIHTbIBaeTCli 3930000), 'ITO paapeuIHT IIp06J1eMY IKHJlHlIlHOrO cTpOHTeJlbcrsa 
H npH YlIeTe pOCTa HaCeJleHHlI. 3allaHHe Tpe6yeT: 

1. 06ecne'tuTb Heo6xoaUMble npou3BOaCTBeHHbte npeanOCbtAKU aAft cTpouTeAbcTBa. CbIpbe­
Ball 6aaa aHallHTeJlbHO paCUmpHJlaCb, YBeJlHlIHJlaCb IIpOHaBOAHTe.1bHOCTb CTPOHTeJIbHbIX npeA-
npHliTHii (eM. KapTbI). ' . 

2~ YCTaHOBUTb npaBUAbHbte MeatCo6AaCTHbte nponopijuu B CTpOUTeAbCTBe. Kai< 1I0KaabI­
salOT KapTbI, paaMellleHHe CTpOHTeJlbHOii IIPOMbIlIlJleHHOCTH 1I0CJle 2-oii MHPOBOii BOHHbI 
B 4CP aUallHTeJlbHO yJlylllIlHJI.OCb. OCHOBHaH lIaCTb IKHJlHlIlfiOrO CTpOHTeJlbCTBa cocpeAOTO­
'IeHa B 06J1aCTHX HaH60J):blIlero CTpOHTeJlbCTBa, H HMeHHO: B CJiOB a KIUI , B OCTpaBCKoii 
H MOCTeu,Koii 06J1aCTHX, a TaKlKe B 6bICTPO. paaBHBalOlIlHxCli ropOAax C THlKe.10ii II POMbI III-
JleHHOCTblO.3ro xapaKTepHO H IlJlH 6YAyiI~ero. . 

3. OcyU{ecTBAftTb cTpouTe.lI.bCTBOB npaBuAblw Bbi6paHHbtX MeCTaX (c TO'lKH apeHHlI THna 

noce.rreHHlI H ero MHKPOIlOJlOlKeHl1l1). 06bIlIHO npH E'OBOM cTpOHTeJlbCTBe ollHpalOTClI Ha YlKe 
cYlIleCTBYlOlIlHe q,OPMbl lIoceJle&Hii. B CeJlb<lKHX 1I0CeJleHHlIX (4/5 IIOCeJlelUlii 4CP) CTPOH­
TeJlbCTBO HeBeJlHKO. OCHoBHoe CTpOHTeJlbCTBO OCYlIleCTBJllleTCll 8 ropOAax H· pa601lHX lIoceJl­
Kax, IIpHlIeM yp6aHH311.u,HlI B ycP Xapaij:Tepu3yeTCli HeKOTopbIMH oc06eHHOCTliMII. KpYIIHbIe 
ropoAa, AJili KOTOPbIX BO BeeM MHpe xapaKTepeHI 6bICTPbIii pOCT, B 4CP pacTyr MaJlO 
(TIpara, BtlHO). Hao6opor, cpeAHHe H He60JlblIlHe ropoAa (8-30 TblC IKHTeJIeli) paaBH­
sa1OTc1l6bIcTPO, lIro BbI3BaHO 1I0JlHTHKOii rrpaBHTeJlbCTBa, 3aKJIlOlIalOlIleiicll B' paBHOMepHOM 
pllaMellleHHH IIpOHaBOACTBa H HaCeJlt'HHlI. )lOBOJlbHO pacnpOCTpaHeHIHbIM THlIOM 1I0ce­

JleHHii B 4CP llBJllIlOrCH pa60t iHe II oceJlKH, KOTopble B03HHKJlH lIyreMIIHAycrpllaJlII-
3au,HH oKpYlKeHHll Ha MeCTe CeJlbCKHX 1I0CeJleH'Hii. TaKHe 1I0CeJleHHlI HO THlIy. AellTeJlb­
HOCTH lllaCeJIeHHn (65 % IKHBeT Ha' 3apllJlary H lIB'JlHIOTCli B OCHOBHoM pa6ollHMII) 
ropaaAO 6J1HlKe K ropOAY, lIeM' K CeJI!,CKIIM 1I0CE'JleHHlIM. XapilKTep 3acTpoiiKH B 3TIIX lIoce­
JleHHlIX HOCHT CJleAbI KaK ropOACKoro, TaK H CeJlb<lKoro IIOCeJleHHH. B 3TOM CJIYlIae pelJb 
HAeT, 06 3.lJeMe!lTe 3HallHTeJlb!lO HHAycTpHaJlH3HpoBaHHoro .'1aH,!l,Ulaq,Ta,. B KOTOPOM cocpeAo, 
TO'leHbI pliA q,OPM, Ha'lHHa!l HaCeJleHHbIii IIYHKT Ha oKpaHHe KPYIIHblX ropo.p;oB II KOH'Iali 1I0-
ceJieHiulMH HMelOlIlHX xapaKrep u,eHTpa B OOJlaCTlIXCo CJIa60 pa3BHToii IIpOMbIlII.tJeHHocTblO. 

B u,eJlOM B 4CP HMeE'TCli CBbIlIIe 2 TbIC. pa60'lHX lIoce.tJKOB, Koropble 6YAYTcoxpaHeHhi, 
r: K: IIjiH OCYlllecTBJleHHH Aeu:eHTpaJlH3aI~HH TaKoii THn 11B.JTlIeTClI' Ha'H60Jlee 1I0AXOAlilIlHM. 
TaKlie IIOCeJleHHH, 1I0 cYU\eCrBY. RBJlHIOTClI ropoAaMH co oCJla60 paaBHToii ceTblO HHlKeHepHbIX 
COOPYlKeHHii. Pa60'lHe nOCeJleHHH He lIBJlHIOTCli lIepeXOAHhIM TIIIIOM, KOTOpoii B03HHKaeT 
6J1aroAapH paClIIHpeHlllO ropOlla HJlH OTMHpaHHIO AepeBE'Hb, 3TO OTHOCHTeJlbHO YCToii'lHBbIii 
THn, KOTOPbIii IIpH onpeAeJle!lHbIX 3KOHOMH'IeCKHX YCJlOBllllX Mor6bl CYlIleCTBOBaTb lKaK 
c a MOCTOllTeJlb HbI iI. 

B MHPOBoii reorpaq,H'IeCKOli JllITeparype- pa60'lHM nOCeJleHHlIM yneJlHJlOCb OlleHb MaJlO 
BHliMaHHlI. B 4CP I'IX' H3Y'leUHe HBJllIeTCli OlleRb BalKHbIM, T. K. 3AeCb O!lH HBJllIlOTCli 

cBoe06pa3HbIM H OTHOCHTeJlHO YCTOH'IHBbIM THIIOM. 1I0CeJleHHii, K()TOPbIii xapaKTepeH He 
TOJlbKO AJili 4CP, HO H AJili ApyrHx IIpOMbIlIIJleHHO pa3BHTbiX eBpolleikKHx rocYAapcTB. 
Pa60'lHe. 1I0CE'JleHHH HBJllIlOTCH HHTepecHbIMH ellle H 1I0TOMY, 'ITO nOCTOllHHO H3MeHlIIOTCli. 

He06xoAHMO 6bIJlO 6bI opraliH30BaTb HX reorpaq,H'IeCKOe H3Y'IeHHe B eBpolleiicKHx rocYAap­
CTBax. 
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